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The Hopes Of God's People # 11
Childrenof God ablessed future. who trusted in God as their Savior and

Earlier in this series, (Lesson#2) it Whatwe have notconsidered is the who believed Adam’s reportmust have
was pointed out that Scripture speaks hope of “children” of God. Whatabout  yearned for the life Adam described.
of God's people intwo classes: “chil- thatvast number of people throughout Thisis seenin one of Adam’s descen-
dren” of God and those whom God the ages who have trusted God as theirdants, a child of God, who longed
made “sons”. ltwas shownthatall, who Savior, who received eternal life, but expectantly for that life that Adam knew
received God's giftof everlasting life, who were not part ofthose three com- in Paradise. Job was sure that after his
became “children” of God, artlat  panies? What is their hope? What is death he would be raised to earth and
God has called out some children and their sweet expectation for the future? see God as Adam did. He cried confi-
giventhem “adoptions”, thatis, posi- The answer to this question must be dently, ‘For | know that my Re-
tions of son-ship. The Lord saidthatHe gleaned from Scripture that concerns deemer liveth, andthat He shall
chose and called them out, not for any those believers outside the three calledstand at the latter day upon the
good in them, but for His own pur- outcompanies. earth: And though after my skin
poses. Thisraisesthe question, “What Scrip- wormsdestroy thisbody; yet in my

We see this prerogative and practice ture may we search that concerns be-flesh shall | see God: Whom | shall
of God’s choosing in His dealings with - lievers outside the three companies?” see for myself, and mine eyes shall
the nation of Israel. He chose that one We find that the first twelve chapters of behold, and notanother’ (Job 19:25-
small nation outfrom among otherna- Genesis concern people who lived be- 27) Job’s hope was notto go to hegven
tionsto serve Himand be priests tothe fore God called out any of the three butto rise fromthe grave and live with
rest of the nations. He chose one tribe companies and so we may search thereGod on earth.
out of twelve tribes in the nation for for the answer. The Book of Job, be-  The most conclusive evidence, that
special service, to be in charge of lievedto be thefirstand oldestbookin believers outside the three callings have
Israel's worship. He chose one family Scripture, may lend some lightonthe ahope and blessings differentfromthe
inthattribe to serve as Israel’s priests. matter. And finally, Christ'swordsto three companies, is found inthe words
They were separated from the rest of some believers outside the three callingsof Christ. When a Syrophoenician
the tribes and had a different inherit- will give the strongest evidence. woman addressed Christas the “Son of
ance. In the same way, God is the Lookingnowatthefirsttwelve chap- David”and soughta cure for her daugh-
Father of all His children, but He has  ters of Genesis that speak of Adam andter, He did not acknowledge her re-
selected some for purposes He hasthe people that descended from him, quest. Instead He replied,&m not
planned. we ask, “Whatdid saints such as Adam, sent but unto the lost sheep of the

In this series on the hopes of God’s Seth, Noah, etc. anticipate for their house of Israerl’ (Mt. 15:24) Calling
people, we have already considered resurrection life? Whatdid they know Him the “Son of David”, the foreign
the hopes of the three companies thatabout for which they might yearn?” woman had appealed to Him as the
God adopted as “sons”. We have ex- Adam knew the perfection of the Gar- King of Israeland asked for a blessing
amined the hopes of (1) Israel, called den of God (Paradise) and the joy of thatwas promised onlytoIsrael. When
the “Wife” of Jehovah (2) Over-com-  walking and talking with Himthereon  atlast she acknowledged that she had
ersoflsrael'shope, called the “Bride of earth. Do we read of any other place or no claim to that blessing, and wor-
the Lamb”and (3) Today’s calling of  joythat God promised Adam or others shipped Him calling Him “Lord,” He
saints out of all nations, the Church inthose first chapters of Genesis? We said, ‘O woman, great is thy faith;
which is the “Body of Christ”. We findnone. be it unto thee even as thou wilt.
foundthat God chose these familiesout  No doubt Adamtold his descendants (Mt. 15:28) Here we see a woman of
from among other saints for specific of Paradise and the joy of walkingand faith who received blessing, but who
purposes and gave each the promise otalking with God in the Garden. Those ...cont'd on page 4



God Requireth That Which Is Past # 2

Ecclesiastes 3:15 tells us thabdd might make them new creations. and of every beast of the earth with
requireth (seeks)that which is The redemption of manfromsinand You: fromallthatgo outof the ark,
past”He yearns for His creation asit death is of pointed interest to us be- {0 every beast of the earth. And |
was when it came from His hand, per- causeitconcerns us. However, man is Will éstablish my covenantwith you;
fectand holy; He longs foritasitwas only part of God's creation redeemed neither shall all flesh be cut off any
before itwas spoiled by sin. (Job 14:15) by Christ. Christfulfilled everyrespon- More by the waters of a flood; nei-

The heavens and earth became wastsibility of a redeemer asitis portrayed ther shall there any more be aflood
and void when Luciferand hisangels in Scripture. In addition to delivering 10 destroy the earth?
rebelled against God and later, when manfrom the bondage of sin, He ac-  All creation suffers from the sin of
Adam sinned, the earth that God re- complished anotherwork ofaredeemer Lucifer, angels, and men. We read that
constructed for him was cursed. We as depicted in the Book of Ruth, and it the whole creation groans, waiting for
readinJob 15:15Behold, He putteth  has nothing to do with sin. its deliverance from bondage and death.
no trust in his saints(angels) yea, Inthe Book of Ruth we see thatitwas Romans 8:20-22 readBor the crea-
the heavens are not clean in His 4 regponsibility of a redeemer (He- ture (creationas made subject to
sight. How muchmore abominable e,y «gaal”) to recoveralostinherit-  vVanity (decay) notwillingly, but by
and filthy is man, which drinketh 5,0 \We read that Boaz, kinsman- féason of Him Who hath subjected
iniquity like water ?” And, to Adam  aqeemer of Naomi, fulfilled his re- the samein hope... the creature
God said, *..cursed is the ground g nihility and regained aninheritance (Creationjitself also shall be deliv-
for thy sake...Thomns also and  yh4t had been Naomi's, but that was €red from the bondage of corrup-
thistles shall it bring forth to thee.” lostto her by death. Inthe same way, tion into the glorious liberty of the
(Gen.3:17,18) Notonly were theheav- ¢y ist has redeemed the creation, thechildren of God. For we know that
ens, the earth, Adam, and allmankind ,ssessions of God that were forfeited the whole creation groaneth and
polluted by sin, but even the lower by Him atthe entrance of sin and death. travailethin paintogether until now.
creation was brought into bondage. Theg gifference is that Christis not re- * T0say thatthe whole creationgroans
The dread of man came uponall beaStScovering the old and former property of and travails is a figure of speech. Fig-
andfowl. (Gen.9:2,3) God as Boaz did for Ruth, but Christis Ures of speech are used to emphasize

God created all things and they are making a new creation to be God’s Whatis being said and here the misery
His. David cried, *..allthatisinthe  inheritance. Heis making new creations that resulted from creation’s assault
heaven andinthe earthis Thiné.  ofmen, and He will create anew heav- andruinis emphasized.
(1 Chron.29:11) Abraham and ens and earth. He is not remodeling “Godrequireththatwhichis past,
Melchizedek both declared God was men, nor will He reconstruct the earth and Heisrecoveringitinthe ages. This
“possessor of heaven and earth.” and heaven of the same material asleads ustoask, “Whatis His purposein
(Gen.14:19,22) Allcreationis God's, - before; the former will pass away and seeking a holy creation as it was be-
butithas been defaced. However, He allthingswillbecome new. (Rev.21:1,4) fore?” The fullanswer to this question
isbringing itbackto perfectioninthe  \y/a gre apt to think that man’s wel- awaits usinglory whenthe mind of God
ages. Throughthe shed blood of Christ, ¢, cis God's only concern, butwe see May be better understood by us, but
the Lamb of God, He hasbegunanew is care for all His creation in the Hisultimate planisrevealedtousin part
creationto replace thatwhichwaslost. ., enant He made after the flood in in the letters the Apostle Paul wrote
By the sacrifice of Himself, Christbore  \q5an's day. We read that His cov- from prisonin Rome. Inthose letters
the sin of man and rescued the world 5t notto destroy the earth by flood We read of the secretthat God revealed
frombondage. Heismaking new cre- 5ain \vas not made withman only, but to Paul; we read of God's plan made
ations of menand He will create anew o, imes God said that His covenant before sinentered His creatidigfore
heavenand earthtoreplace thatwhich,, s yith all the creatures that survived the foundation(overthrow) of the

was ruined. theflood. Genesis 9:8-11tellsuaril ~ world.

In our previous paper we stated that God spake unto Noah, and to his  In the next paper we will consider
unregenerate man does notseek Godsons with him, saying, And |, be-  God’s goal for the time when “that
butthatitis God Who seeks him. Itwas hold, | establish my covenantwith ~ which s past”is recovered.
shown that even though man defies you, and with your seed after you; J. Heltzinger
God, God does not abandon him; in- And with every living creature that
stead He draws men to Him so that He jswith you, of the fowl, of the cattle,




Prayer

Among the mighty privileges that (Heb.10:19) Theycandraw near’ recorded in chapters one and three.
prayer gives us isccessnto the Holy ~ (verse 22) andcome boldly to the  They are both taken up with the glories
Presence of our Heavenly Father. This Throne of Grace’ (Heb.4:16) notonce  ofthe ascended Christand then the need
willbe more appreciated ifwe remem- a year, but at all times and always of the Ephesian saints to come to and
berthat during the period covered y the receive a Divine welcome there. experimental knowledge of these riches
Old Testament the average Jew lived We have been seeking guidance from of revelation. Not until he gets to the last
his entire life without once enteringthe the Word of God regarding prayer so chapter does he remember his own needs
Presence of God whichwas localized in thatitmay be really effective. We have and ask for prayer for himself. Even
the Tabernacle of Temple. seenthatthere must be an urgency ancthen he says firstpraying always

The Tabernacle was placed in the concentration about it; that it should with all prayer and supplication in
center of Israel’s camp where it could always contain the element of thanks- the Spirit, and watching thereunto
be seen by all, yet only one Jew, the high giving; that, although we may notalways  with all perseverance and supplica-
priest, once intwelve months, was ever know what to pray for, we have the tion for all saints” Not until he has
allowed by God to go inside it, draw almighty aid of the Holy Spiritmaking  stressed this does he sayti for me,
aside the veil, and enter the Holy of intercessionforus (Rom.8:26-28);that that utterance may be given unto
Holies which contained the blazing Light  there is no special time for prayer. We me, that | may open my mouth boldly
of His glory over the cherubim, the ark - should pray without ceasing, remember- to make know the mystery of the
and the mercy seat. ing thatit gives us the might privilege of Gospef (Eph.6:18,19)

God was at pains to teach His people access into the Holy Presence of our Stewart Aller{1956)
the solemnity and tremendous privilege Heavenly Father.
ofapproaching Himand howimpossible ~ We go onto note thateffective prayer  Selfishnessis a blight on a believer’'s
this was without sin being put away, puts God first, others second and self prayer life. May we all be delivered
whichwas symbolized by the shed blood last. Inthe Kingdom prayer ofthe Lord  from it and go on to be more occupied
of the sacrifice which the high priest we have first of all three references to with “things above where Christ is
took with him. the Father. Thy Name...Thy seated (Col.3"1-3) and the need of

Now the reality has been offered, the Kingdom...Thy will” (Matt.6:9,10) others to get to know these wonders of
One Sacrifice once for all, and the great before there is any mention of the be- God’s will. We can then go on together
barrier of sin sweptaside. The redeemed liever. The Apostle Paul’s prayers are in fellowship, witness and service in
can now have ..boldness to enter always a good model for us, specially connectionwiththe sacred stewardship
the Holiest by the blood of Jesus  those in the epistle to the Ephesians entrustedto us.

A Word Of Testimony To God's Faithfulness

“Nevertheless the foundation of ofdifferentracesandthose ofdifferent fully in the months, weeks and days
God standeth sure, having this seal, religions are spared. We can certainly leading uptothis event, how He directed
The Lord knoweth them that are creditthe progress oftechnology inthe every step. It was His perfect timing.
His. And, Leteveryone thatnameth ~ medical profession for this. Butwhat!  Only afewweeks before, while medi-
the name of Christdepartfrominiqg- would like to attest tois the faithfulness tating on some of the writings of David
uity.” (2Ti2:19) of the Lord Jesus Christ. in the Psalms, | had asked the Lord to

Recently, | spentmostof aworkday | have known the Lord for aslong as put meina position to sing His praises.
with discomfort in my chest that ap- | can remember. Through the years, | He answered my prayer.
peared to be a respiratory problem. In have seen Him prove Himselfoverand Ifthereis one thing | wantto express,
the afternoon, whenthe painintensified, over, under many circumstances and itis the sweet, personal fellowship avail-
asaprecaution, afellowemployee called He has always remained faithful to His able to us from our Lord, Head and
911 and Iwas soon surrounded by para-Word. From the moment | recognized Saviour. Read the Scriptures. Treasure
medics. Although I knew somethingwas something was wrong, | knew that He them. Taste His goodness. Every word
seriously wrong, based on my medical had complete control of my life. When| is true. When difficult circumstances
history, age and diet, | had little reasonto was wheeled into the emergency room, arise, He will confirm His faithfulness
believe thatitwas cardiac related. |was He comforted me and gave me peace,and draw near. There is no peace and
takento a nearby hospital and kept therefilling my mind with His Word. Asllay =~ comfort on this earth that can compare
overnightfortesting. The nextmorning, there, |rejoiced because He was sorealto that which He provides. | want to
an angiogram revealed that a main ar- to me. He clearly made His presence thank all of you for the prayers cards,
tery in my heart, (the LAD), was com- known. He was at my side. emails and phone calls.
pletely blocked. After a short proce- The next morning, while I lay onthe  “lwillblessthe LORD atall times:
dure, the artery was opened and two table watching the monitors that re- His praiseshallcontinually bein my
stents were inserted and | immediately vealed the blocked artery, | foughtback mouth. My soul shall make her boast
feltthe flow of blood through that partof tears ofrejoicing, once again having the inthe LORD: The humble shall hear
my heartand the pressure relieved from full assurance that He was there at my thereof, and be glad. O magnify the
my chest. side and that every momentwas in His LORD with me, And let us exalt His

There are hundreds of similar occur- hands, regardless of the outcome. Whatname together’ (Ps 34:1-3)
rences around the world daily where the peace He brings. | can look back now B. Bagby
lives of believers, nonbelievers, people and see how He watched over me care-



Hopes # 11 .cont'd

could notclaim Israel’'s hope. Body of Christ. They do notconcern | Bible Explorations is a joint
On another occasion, when a male- those who are merely “children” of | €ffort by a group of believers.
factor being crucified beside Christ God. Articles submitted are not nec-

asked Christ to remember himwhen  Thuswe seethatthereis little Scrip- | essarily the view point of the
He came into His Kingdom, Christ ture written to or about saints outside | group collectively. Free to any-
denied his request. Instead He told the the three called out companies. From| ©n€ uponrequest.
malefactor, Verily | say untothee,  what wedohave, however, we con-
To day shalt thou be with Me in  clude that their hope is to be in Para- ~ WeRememberour beloved Jerold Oaks
paradise” (Lk.23:43) Here, Christ dise. We do not find that the hope of ~ OnJune 22,2003, memorial services
showed plainly that, while the manhad Paradise, known to “children” of God Were held for Jerold Oaks at Glencroft
no claimto partinthe Kingdom prom- from Adam onward, has ever been Community Center in Phoenix, Ari-
isedto Israel (one of the 3 companies of rescinded. zona. Phillip Bagby ministeredthe good
“sons”), he was assured of the hope of  The Paradise that Adam knew was a News of resurrection and shared the
being inwith Himin Paradise. realand idyllic realm. Itwas described faithful witness of Jerold. He and his
There may have been manyindividu- byitslocation, “..eastwardinEdeny” ~ Wife llahave attended the Phoenix Bible
als outside the three called out compa- (Gen. 2:6) It was a realm of perfect conferencessince 1976. Formanyyears
nieswho trusted inthe One True God, bliss, without toil, sorrow or death. they dutifully served in preparing the
butwe find only afewmentioned. That There was no lack there; instead there Bible Explorations publication for mail-
is because the majority of Scripture is Was fullness of joy as God dweltwith iNg and attended the Phoenix Bible
written to and aboutthe three called out man. Access to that Paradise was lostStudy. Jerold is remembered for his
companies. Those writings from Gen- when Adam sinned, but it will be re- zealforlife, his positive comments, and
esis 12 to the end of the Book of Acts stored in the future. We conclude that the many humorous quips he managed
concern God's dealings with one na- when sin and death are gone, the entire!C include. He was a student of the
tion, Israel. Other nations andindividu- earth will be a Paradise again and the Word and evenin his lastyears admit-
als out of other nations are mentioned “children” of Godwill be raised todwell ~ t€dthathewasstilllearning.
only as they have contact with or rela- with Himthere. Heis survived by his wife, lla, three
tionshipto Israel. Inthe next article we will explore the  children, nine grandchildren, and nine
The epistles concerning saints after Bible for more on Paradise and com- gréat-grandchildren. Kathleen Cottrell
the years of Acts are addressed to thepare our findings towhatis taughttoday provided a noteworthy musical accom-
third group summoned to a son-ship about Paradise. panimentand Priscilla Monahz‘;}n and
position. They are written to and for J.Heltzinger ~ KelleyJ. Bagby sang aduetof “What

members of the Church which is the aFriendwe Havein Jesus.” Allinall,
we look forward to seeing Jerold again

inheavenly places.
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