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all the fulness of God Eph 3:19

TheHopes Of God's People #4

The Wife, the Bride of the Lamb,
and the Body of Christ
Features Common in Their Hopes:
Promises Given

The Lord is called the Hope of (1)
Israel, seen as the Wife of Jehovah, of
(2) The faithful remnant of Isragl with
Gentilesin the Acts period, seen asthe
Bride, and of (3) Thefaithful individuals
out of all nations, the Church seen as
Christ’sBody. We now look at another
feature common to these three compa-
nies. Itisthat the Lord gave each com-
pany promises concerning their hopes.

He made promises to the nation of
Israel concerning her hope, first to
Abramandthento hisseed. Someprom-
isesHemadeto I srael were conditional
upon her faith/obedienceand somewere
unconditional, that is, they would be
fulfilled whether or not | srael wasfaith-
ful.

God promised unconditionally that the
nation would possesstheland, “...from
the river of Egypt unto the great
river, the river Euphrates.” (Gen.
15:18;28:13)

He promised unconditionally that Is-
rael would have a king and kingdom
forever. We read His words to King
David, “...thine house (family), and
thy kingdom shall be established for
ever before thee: thy throne shall
be established for ever.” (2 Sam.
7:16) The throne of David is secure
forever because Christ, the heir to
David'sthrone, aroseandisalive ever-
more. His kingdom on earth will be set
up, and it will endure forever.

TheL ord made promisestothenation
about her future that were conditional
upon her obedience. Weread that when
she puts away her sins and cries up to
the Lord, “the Redeemer shall come
to Zion.” (Isa. 59:20) About six hun-
dred years later, while the apostles ap-
pealedtoIsrael to put away her sins, the

Apostle Paul spokethe samewords. He
wrote, “Thereshall come out of Sion
the Déliverer, and shall turn away
ungodlinessfrom Jacob.” (Ro.11:26)
Thepromiseof theMessiah’ scomingis
sure, but the time of His coming is
conditional upon Israel’ s repentance.

God’ s promiseto the nation concern-
ing her servicewasal so conditional. He
told her, “...if ye will obey My voice
indeed, and keep My covenant ...ye
shall be unto Me a kingdom of
priests, and an holy nation.” (Ex.
19:5,6)

The nation asawhole has not yet met
the requirement for fulfillment of this
promise but she will one day. We read
that | srael will begathered, “...and they
shall declare My glory among the
Gentiles ...And | (the Lord) will also
take of them for priests and for
Levites” (Isa. 66:19,21) “...ye shall
be named the Priests of the Lord:
men shall call you the Ministers of
our God.” (Isa.61: 6)

The company called the” Bride of the
Lamb,” the overcomers of Israel with
the Gentiles of the Acts years, em-
braced the hope of Israel and have the
promises that God made to that nation.
In addition, because of their faithful
endurance, they have God’ s promise of
rewards. They are promised that they
will be raised and be with Christ one
thousand years before the rest of Israel
israised. Invision, theApostle John saw
the promisesto some of the Bride com-
pany fulfilled. He wrote, “...they lived
and reigned with Christ a thousand
years. But therest of the dead lived
not again until the thousand years
were finished.” (Rev.20: 4,5) Daniel
wrote of thisreward asthe resurrection
to “everlasting (age abiding) life,” as
opposed to the resurrection 1000 years
later “to shame and everlasting (age
abiding) contempt.” (Dan.12: 2)

TheBridecompany alsohadtheprom-
iseof dwellinginacity that comesdown
out of heaven when the earth is new.
We read of those faithful that, “God is
not ashamed to be called their God:
for He hath prepared for them a
city.” (Heb. 11:16)

TheChurchwhichisChrist’sBody is
anchored securely on a promise that
God made before Adam'’ s creation, be-
fore Satan’s fall, and before the ages
began. We read that members of the
Body of Christ have the, “...hope of
eternal life, which God that cannot
lie, promised beforetheworld (ages)
began.” (Tit.1: 2) This“eternal life” is
not the life that became needed when
death passed upon al men, for God
planned this“life” before death entered
His creation. Before death existed, He
made this promise concerning afamily
to live with Him above the heavens
under the Headship of Christ. Looking
back, we now know that the execution
of God' splanfor theBody of Christwas
delayed when sin entered theworld and
death passed upon all men. However,
we must not read the need for life back
into the period when God made the
promise of “life’for the body of Christ.

Inadditiontothelifepromised, mem-
bers of the Body of Christ have the
promise of appearing with Christ above
theheavens, in bodieslikeHisresurrec-
tionbody of glory. (Col.3:4) (Phil.3:21)

The blessed hope of the Body of
Chrigt, like that of the Bride and Wife,
rests upon the Lord and the promises
made by Him, “that cannot li€”, upon
Him Who, “...calleth those things
which be not, as though they were.”
(R0.4:17)

In the next paper we will consider
“resurrection or changetoimmortality”
asafeaturea so commoninthehopesof
the Wife, the Bride, and the Body.
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Do your know what God first called
“holy?’ Onemightthink itwastheorigi-
nal material universe that He created
perfect, or Hisland, or Hismountain, or
Histemple. However, Hedid not say it
first of athing or place, but God said it
first of aday. Hesaid it of aperiod of
time.

We read that, after God had recon-
structedtheearthanditsheavenout the
chaosit had become, “ ...on the sev-
enth day God ended Hiswor k which
Hehad made; and Herested on the
seventhday fromall Hiswor k which
Hehad made. And God blessed the
seventh day, and sanctified it: be-
causethat in it He had rested from
all Hiswork which God created and
made.” (Gen.2:2,3)

God*" sanctified,” theseventhday, that
is, Hedesignatedit holy or set apart for
Himself. Exodus20:11 tellsusthat He
rested the seventh day and He,
“...blessed thesabbath day, and hal-
lowed it.” “Sanctified” in the verse
above, aswell as* hallowed” and“ holy,”
areall trand ationsof theHebrew word,
“kah-dash” whichisaprimeroot. From
itcomes" koh-desh” whichisasotrans-
lated “ holy” and isuse of holy ground
(Ex.3:5), holymen(Ex.22:31), holygar-
mentsEx.31:10),andholyoil (Ex.37:29).
But,itistheseventhday, the® sabbath”,
that Godfirstcalledholy. Weseethisin
the ten commandments where He ap-
plies"holy" to only oneword, the sab-
bath. 1t was the word “ sabbath.” We
read, “Remember thesabbathdayto
keep it holy.” (Ex.20:8)

Did you know that in Hebrew, the
seventhday, theweekly sabbath, isthe
only day in theweek that has aname?
Thefirstday of theweek, our Sunday is
caled,“yomrishone” (day one), Mon-
dayiscalled,“yomshenee’ (day two),
Tuesday is*yomshleeshee” (day three),
Wednesday is “yom rivee' ee’ (day
four), Thursday is “yom hameeshee’
(dayfive),andFridayis*yomsheeshee”
(day six). Only the seventh day hasa
name. It is called the sabbath, or
“shabbat,” fromtheHebrew verbshah-
vath.

“Shah-vath” means to cease from
exertion, to rest or repose. Weread in
Genesis 2, verses 2 and 3, that God
“rested” (shah-vath) ontheseventhday,
that He“rested” (shah-vath) from all

The Seventh Day
Hiswork. Wea soreadtherethat onthe
seventh day, “God ended (finished)
His work.” Because it says that He
“finished” Hiswork ontheseventhday,
some of the rabbis believed that God
created something more on that day,
something that was not a product of
“labor.” They have suggested that He
created aday of celebration, atime of
peaceandjoy, aperiodwithouttoil,one
freefromall that hurtsor offends. They
say that the seventh day wastheclimax
of Hiswork; the six-day’s work was
donein preparationfor it. The sabbath
day, they said, picturedthedelight that
Godintendedfor manand Himself.

We see evidence of thisin God's
rejoicing after the six days. We read,
“And God saw everything that He
had made, and, behold, it wasvery
good.” (Gen,1:31) We read that He
blessed (spokewel | of) theseventh day
and set it apart. It was His sabbath; it
was “holy to the Lord.” (Ex.31:15)
Jesus said that the Sabbath was made
for man and not man for the sabbath.
(Mark 2:27) God gaveacommandment
tothechildrenof Israel to* remember”
theSabbathday, to* keepitholy” (wait
for) it (Ex.20:8). They were to cel-
ebrateHissabbaths. (Lev.23:32)

Today, in varying degrees of strict-
ness, religiousJewsobservetheseventh
day, the weekly sabbath. They antici-
patetheevening arrival of the seventh
day withgresatjoy, for thenthemundane
things of the world are put away, and
they rgjoiceintheLord and Hisgood-
ness. Jewish theologian, Abraham
Heschel haswritten, “ TheSabbathisno
timefor personal anxiety or care, or for
any activity that might dampenthespirit
of joy. The Sabbath is not a time to
remember sins, to confess, torepent or
even to pray for relief or anything we
might need. Itisaday for praise, not a
day for petitions. Fasting, mourning, dem-
onstrationsof grief areforbidden...itis
asintobesadontheSabbathday ... The
Sabbath isan example of theworld to
come.”

Surely the seventh day picturesthat
ultimaterest that God planned for man.
However, whenmenrejected God, God
chosethenation of I srael asHisminis-
ters, and He gave sabbaths to them.
They were to observe the sabbaths as
signs (pointers) and reminders. The

sabbathswereto pointtothetrue*rest”
that the Lord would give them and to
remind them that Hewasthe covenant
keeping God. We read, “Wherefore
thechildren of I srael shall keep the
sabbath, to observe the sabbath
throughout their generations, for a
perpetual covenant. It isa sign be-
tween Meand thechildren of I srael
for ever: for in six daysthe LORD
made heaven and earth, and on the
seventh day Herested, and wasre-
freshed.” (Ex.31:16,17) Here, in His
instructionstolsragl, why did Godrefer
back to His sabbath designed before
that nation existed?WasHenot show-
ingthat Heoriginally intended Hisrest
foral mankind?

The manner in which Israel was to
observethesabbathdemonstratesthat it
wassolely aday of theL ord’ smaking.
There were no objectsinvolved in its
observance such as were in the sacri-
ficesand feasts. No animals, or bread,
or oil wererequired. Inthiscel ebration
He alone was to be the fullness and
sufficiency. Inthisday man must re-
frain from any effort of his own or
suggestion that he may contribute to
completionof itsjoy.

When we, members of the church
which is Christ’s body, think on the
thingsof thesabbath, wearestruck with
the fact that we have only begun to
understandthemind of GodinHissab-
bath. But one thing we do understand,
andthatis, that weenteredinto arest of
God when we became membersof the
churchwhichisthebody of Christ. For
then, we ceased from effortsto be ac-
ceptableto God and rested in the good
newsthat we are, “...accepted in the
Beloved.” (Eph.1:6) We quit seeking
satisfactioninreligioussystemsandor-
dinances, for we learned we are,
“...completeinHim.” (Col.2:10) And,
weput away all objectsusedinworship,
all ritualsand observance of days. In-
stead, “in spirit” we worship Christ,
Who fulfilled all suchtypesand shad-
ows.(Col.2:16-23)

Israel will oneday enter intotherest
that God preparedfor her, andbelievers
inall ageswill enter therest preparedfor
them, butweareprivilegednowtohave
entered arest that God prepared for us
beforetheagesbegan. (Titus:1:2)
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Thelastverseof John’ sgospel reads,
“Andther ear ealsomany other things
which Jesus did, the which, if they
should bewritten every one, | sup-
posethat even theworld itself could
not contain thebooksthat should be
written. Amen.” What an awesome
statement concerning our Lord’ sbrief
serviceuponthisearth. Andmost of the
events recorded concerning Him oc-
curredinthelast threeand ahalf years
of Hislife. If weincludethethingsthe
resurrected LorddidfromHeavendur-
ingtheActsfromHeaven, andthethings
accomplished after and untothisday by
the ascended L ord who isHead of the
churchwhichisHisbody, thenthestate-
mentisevenmoreincredible.

When we consider, that of al of the
thingsthat could have been recorded,
and thefew thingsthat wererecorded,
werealizethat the things chosen must
havesomespecial significance. InJohn
20:30wereadthat”...manyother signs
truly did Jesus in the presence of
Hisdisciples, which arenot written
in thisbook: But these arewritten,
that ye might believe that Jesus is
theChrist, the Son of God; and that
believingyemight havelifethrough
Hisname.” John speaksof many signs
which could havebeenincludedinhis
gospel. Of thevolumesthat could have
beenwritten, theHoly Spirit choseeight
specificsignstoshow usthat Jesuswas
the Messiah, the Son of God, and in
believingwewill haveresurrectionlife.
(For theeight signs, see App. # 176 of
theCompanionBible.)

Thisprincipal holdstruewiththesub-
jectmatter athand,“ TheSalvationGod”.
Theword" Saviour" occurs24timesin
the New Testament, twelve times be-
foreActs28:28 andtwel vetimesafter-
wards. Theword isdistributed among
theNT writersasfollows: John, twice;
Peter, five times, Jude, once; Paul,
twelve times and Luke, four times.
Luke's accounts include Mary, the
mother of Jesus, once; an angel of the
Lord, once; Peter, onceand Paul once.

Thelimited number of thetimesthat
Saviour isused, how it isused and by
whomitisused, indicatesthatitisatitle
of great respect and is used with pur-
pose. It would appear that thistitle of

The Salvation God #4

great reverencewould have been used
more often. The significanceisin the
way it is used concerning Jews and
Gentiles before and after the Acts pe-
riod.

Inthe Old Testament, theword Sav-
iour isusedonly rel ating tothenation of
Israel. Inlsa43:3weread, “|1 am the
Lord thy God, the Holy One of Is-
rael, thy Saviour: ..."”. (Seedsolsa
49:26and60:16.) Until thecloseof Acts,
itwasatermthat would be understood
by thenationof I srael . After Acts28:28,
wewill seethat thosewho wrote (Paul
and John), usedthiswordwiththeworld
and Gentilesinmind. John’ sgospel was
written after the Acts period, but the
event that he records occurred at the
timethat Christ wason earth.

Notealsothat Paul, theApostletothe
GentilesduringtheActsperiod, doesnot
usetheterm Saviour inany of hisseven
epistles written during the Acts. Nor
doesheusethewordinconnectionwith
GentilesinL uke' saccount of hisminis-
tryinthebook of Acts. Onthecontrary,
the only time that Paul uses the word
Saviour beforethecloseof Actsisfound
inActs13:23wherehedeclaresthatthe
risen Jesuswas|sragl’ ssaviour.

Letusbriefly consider theuseof this
wordbeforeActs28:28:

Lu 1:47 - After learning that she
wouldbringforth*theSonof God” into
the world, Mary (of the seedline of
Abraham) rejoicesin “God my Sav-
our”.

Lu2:10,11-“Fear not: for, behold,
| bringyou good tidingsof great j oy,
which shall betoall (the) people. For
unto you isborn thisday in thecity
of David a Saviour, which isChrist
the Lord.” These were the words of
theangel of theL ordthat appeared unto
the shepherds. The definite article is
usedwiththeword* people” inverse10.
It wasto “the people” of the nation of
Israel that Hewasborn. Verse 11 reit-
eratestowhomHewasborn, “ For unto
you...”. Itwasthepeopleof | srael who
looked for aSaviour. Ingeneral, Gen-
tiles had no interest in the prophetic
Scriptures. The only Gentile that was
interested in the birth of Christ was
Herod, and hesought todestroy Him. It
wasl srael whowaschosentointroduce

the Saviour totheworld.

Acts 5:30,31 - Peter was brought
before the council in Jerusalem for
preaching Christtolsrael. Hedeclares
that this man Jesus, whom they had
dain,wasHeWhom Godhadraisedup
to betheir Saviour: “The God of our
fathers raised up Jesus, Whom ye
slew and hanged on atree. Him hath
Godexaltedwith Hisright hand tobe
a Prince and a Saviour, for to give
repentance to Israel, and forgive-
ness of sins.” (vs 30,31) Peter stayed
withintheboundariesof hisministry. He
saysthat Jesus was a Prince and Sav-
iour "...for to giverepentancetols
rael, and the forgiveness of sins’.
(Thereisnomentionof Gentileshere.)

Acts 13:22,23 - When Paul cameto
Antioch, hewentintothesynagogueand
wasgiventheopportunity tospeak. He
gives a dissertation on the history of
Israel and says, “And when He had
removed him, He raised up unto
them Davidtobetheir king; towhom
also Hegavetestimony, and said, 'l
havefound David theson of Jesse, a
man after Mine own heart, which
shall fulfilall Mywill." Of thisman’s
seed hath God according to His
promise raised unto Israel a Sav-
iour, Jesus.” There is no mention of
Gentileshereeither. Thisconfirmsthat
Paul'sministry during Actswasto the
Jew first.

2Pet 1:1.11; 2:20; 3:2,18, 1John
4:14 and Jude 25. - Peter, John and
Jude wrote their epistles to Christian
Jews. Their ministry wastothecircum-
cison. Thegospd of theuncircumcision
wascommittedto Paul. (Gal 2:7) Peter
showsutmost respect whenheusesthis
title of reverence when speaking of
Christ. Jude usesthe phrase“theonly
wiseGod our Saviour” whenhecloses
hisepistie.

Johnisuniqueinhiswritingsinthat he
recognizes Christ asthe Saviour of the
world. 1Johnwaswritten after Acts10,
wherePeter had openedthedoor tothe
Gentiles. It waswritten after Paul had
been chosenfor hisministry totheGen-
tilesand after the council at Jerusalem
spoken of in Acts 15. John was aware
that thegospel of savationnowincluded

...cont'd on back page



The Salvation God ...cont'd

the nationsaccording to prophecy. He
couldsay“ ...theFather senttheSon
tobethe Saviour of theworld.” (1Jo
4:14).

John 4:42 — John’ sgospel waswrit-
ten after the close of the book of Acts.
However, thisversespeaksof anevent
that occurred prior to the Acts period,
duringtheLord’ sministry onearth. In
John chapter 4 we read the account of
theSamaritanwomanat thewell. Itisof
great significancethat the Holy Spirit
chosethisevent in the use of theword
Saviour.

Samaritans were despised by the
Jews. They wereamixed breed. Centu-
riesbeforethey had intermarried with
theAssyrians. They hadtheir ownplace
of worship other than Jerusalem asthe
womandgatesinvs4:20.Y e, they looked
foraMessiahasthisaccount will show.
They play animportantroleintheLord’s
ministry becauseHe"“camenot tocall
therighteous, but sinnerstorepen-
tance’. (Mk 2:17) Thiswassomething
that the spiritual leaders of Israel had
difficulty understanding. AftertheL ord's
resurrection, He includes Samaria as
part of theterritory tobeincludedinthe
ministry of theApostles(Acts1:8).

InthisaccountinJohn4, by thewords
theL ord spoke, many believedandinvs
42 we read, “ Now we believe, not
because of thy saying: for we have
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heard Him our selves, and know that
this is indeed the Christ, the Sav-
iour of theworld.” Itisinteresting to
note that in the records of the four
gospels, theword Saviour doesnot oc-
curinany context of thespiritual leaders
of thenationof |srael. Thereisnoverse
wherethewordisusedwiththescribes,
the Sadduccees, the Pharisees or the
Sanhedran. Itisatermthatisusedonly
of thosewhobelievedthat Jesuswasthe
Christ. We see in this account, these
Samaritansovercamethetraditions of
men.They tasted of thelivingwater that
Heofferedthem. They proclaimedthat
Heis“the Saviour of theworld”. In
thispassage, we see beyond the preju-
dicethat had excludedthe Samaritans.
We seethereal intent of the prophetic
Scripturesthat Christwouldbesa vation
fortheworld.
Inthesetwelvepassagesof Scripture
writtenbeforeActs28:28, theusageof
theword Saviour isused only by those
who believed that the man Jesus was
indeed the Oneabout Whomtheproph-
ets had spoken. The Saviour was to
comethroughtheseedlineof Abraham.
He was to be made known first to the
nation of Isragl. It was to be their re-
sponsibility to be a separate and Holy
nationandtointroducetheSaviourtothe
world. Because of their unbelief, He
was made known to Gentiles, but no-
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where do we read this word used in
connection with Gentiles or used by
Gentilesduringthisperiod of time.
Itisnotuntil after Acts28:28that the
word Saviour can be used freely by
Gentiles. In our next article we will
consider the usage of thisword in the
lettersthat Paul wroteafterthe Acts. In
thosetwel vepassageswecanrejoicein
thefact that we Gentil es, asmembersof
thechurchwhichisHisBody, canfreely
proclaim®“Christ,our Saviour”!
B. Bagby

Phoenix Spring Bible Conference
April 5-7, Friday: 7:00pm, Saturday:
9:30am, 10:30am, 1:15pm, 2:15pm at
Glencroft Retirement Center (Basement
of Condos), 8611 N 67th Ave. Glendale,
AZ.Sunday: 9:00amand 10:00am, Glen-
dale Community Center, 14075 N. 59th
Ave, Glendale, AZ. Featured guest
speaker: Alan Schofield from London,
England.

TFT 54th Anniversary Conference
June 14-16th, 2002: Lafayette, IN.
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