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“Finally, my brethren, bestrong
intheLord,andinthepower of His
might. Put on thewholearmour of
God that ye may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil.”
Ephesians6:10,11

Our protectionfromthewilesof the
devil issaidtobeinputtingonthewhole
Armour of God. Paul described God' s
Armour in Ephesianschapter 6, verses
14t0 17. Heused thefull armour of a
Romaninfantrymantoteachusabouitit.
Weseefrom Scripturethat Christ Jesus
isthereality of all partsof that armour
Paul described. By puttingontheL ord
Christ Jesus, weareprotectedinevery
areafromall attacks.

1. Chrigtistheredlity of thegirdleor
belt of truthin* loinsgirt about with
truth,” for He said, “I am the way
andthetruth.” (John14:6) Ephesians
4:21tdlsus"truthisin Jesus.” Asthe
girdleheld up on€e srobesinprepara
tionfor battle sotruth preparesusfor
serviceto God.

2. Christistheredlity of the breast-
platein “ breastplate of righteous-
ness.” Isaiah59:17tellsus, “ Heput
on the righteousness as a breast-
plate. and an helmet of salvation
upon Hishead.” Heiscadled “The
Lordour righteousness’ inJeremiah
22:16. 1 Corinthians 1:10 reads,
“Christ Jesus...madeuntousrigh-
teousness.” As the breastplate cov-
ered the heart, so Christ’ srighteous-
nesscoversour heartsand that which
proceedsout of them.

3. Christisthereality of theshoesin
“feet shod with the preparation of
peace,” for weread, “Heisour peace
(Eph. 2:14) It is He Who has made
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peacewith God for usand Who gives
us the peace of God. It is He Who
made peace between Jew and Gentile
in the Church whichisHisBody. As
shoesgaveonefootingfor hiswalk, so
thisgospel of peacegivesusabaseand
surefootingforwrestlingwithspiritual
wickedness.

4. Chrigtistheredlity of theshieldin
“shield of faith.” It is said of Him,
“Great isThy faithfulness.” (Lam-
entations 3:23) He said, “ | am thy
shield.” (Gen. 15:1) ItisHisfaithand
faithfulnessthat weholdbeforeusasa
shield. Asashield protects one from
blowsand that which might behhurled
against him, soChrist, our shield, pro-
tectsusfromblowshurledat us.

5. Chrigtistheredlity of “thehelmet
of salvation.” Simeon said, “Mine
eyes have seen Thy Salvation.
(Jesus).” (Luke2:30) Whenthenation
of Israel rejected Christ, Paul an-
nounced, “The Salvation of God
(Christ)issenttotheGentiles.” (Acts
28:28) ItisHeWhoisour deliverance
from fal seteaching and deceptionsof
thedevil. ItisHeWhoddiversusunto
God'’ splan, made beforetheageshbe-
gan. Asahelmet protectsone’ s head
and mind, so Christ guardsour minds
against wrongdoctrinesand keepsthe
messageof theMystery secure.

6. Christ is the reality of the
“sword...whichistheWordof God,”
for John1:14tellsus,“And theWord
was made flesh and dwelt among
us.” HeistheLivingWord, theexpres-
sion of God. As the sword was the
weapon of offense of the Roman sol-
dier, the Word is our only offensive
weapon agai nst supernatural and un-

all the fulness of God Eph 3:19

seen enemies. TheLiving Word and
the written Word will pierce and de-
stroy all that comeagainst usfromthe
enemy.

Withfull armour andaswordinhand,
theRomansoldierwasnot yet ready for
battle. He needed to be committed to
followingordersfromhiscommander;
he needed to have boldnessand dedi-
cationtohispurpose.

In the same way, it is prayer that
completes our readiness for spiritual
warfare. The Apostle Paul reminded
saintstopray,

“Praying always with all prayer
and supplication in the Spirit, and
watchingthereuntowith all perse-
verance and supplication for all
saints.”

OnlywhenwehaveputontheArmour
of God with prayer, will we be
“grongintheL ordandinthepower
of Hismight.” (Eph. 6:10)

Findly, beingfully equippedfor spiri-
tual warfare, we might expect to ag-
gressvely returnblow for blow, but our
instructionsareto*stand” and“with-
stand” againstthedevil’ sschemes. We
aretowithstandfa seteachingandhold
tothetruthrevealedtoPaul for us. We
aretofightfor thefaith, thetruth of the
Mysery.

Paul told Timothy, “Fight thegood
fight of faith,” (1 Tim. 6:12) Then
shortly before his death, Paul wrote,
“ | havefought agood fight, | have
finished my cour se, | havekept the
faith.” (2Tim.4:7)

TheArmour of Godwashisstrength.

J. Heltzinger




The Unity Of The Spirit - What Is1t? #1

(Reprinted from Things To Come,
March 1909. C.H. Welch.)

Itisof theutmaostimportanceinstudy-
ingany portionof Scripturetocarefully
consider the context, not only of sur-
rounding verses, but of chapters, and
evenbooks.

Thisis especialy the case with the
verse under consideration. It has al-
ready been pointed out in these col-
umnsthat thequotationof Isaiah 6.10
by theApostlePaul,inActs28, marked
anepoch, closingthedoor of theking-
domforthetimebeing, andopeningthe
present “dispensation of the grace of
God* totheGentilesof which Paul was
made the apostle, minister and stew-
ard.

TheEpistlethat containsour titlewas
the FIRST WRITTEN MESSAGE,
OFGOD inthisnow present dispensa-
tion. All other Scripturethat had ever
been written had been writtenin con-
nectionwithlsrael. ThisEpistleopens
upthe* Mystery hiddenaway fromthe
ages,” the One Body, the One New
Man, the subject of our enquiry. The
majority of our readersareawarethat
theword’ s* at Ephesus” arenot apart
of theinspired Scripture, probably a
spacewasl eft, sothat thenamecould
befilled in as the Epistle went on its
way. The CHURCH, not the
CHURCHES, istheaddresseeof this
wondrousletter, THE Church, not A
Church, beingthetheme; aunity, witha
risenLord, intheHeavenlies; and not
primarily theunity of alocal assembly,
however desirablethat might be.

Aswe hopeto take aseries of dis-
pensational subjectsinsubsequentis-
sues, weleaveadetailed examination
of thisEpistle, for thetimebeing, and
cometo the particular subject before
us.

The Unity Of The Spirit-What Is 1t?

First, letitbemarked, that theHoly
Spirit has differentiated between the
unity whichweareto KEEP, and the
unity whichweareto SEEK.

Eph. 4: 3.“ Endeavouring to KEEP
theunity of thespiritinthebondsof the
peace”

Eph.4.13“TILL WEALL COME
untotheunity of thefaith.”

This order is Divine; but man has
thought fitto attempt toreviseGod' s
order, andsays, “Whenyou agreewith
measto‘fundamentals’ (asif al truth
were not fundamental) we can then
have'fellowship’ andkeeptheunity of
thespirit.” Thisispractically theposi-
tion of the majority of believerswho
have had any concern about this sub-
ject. The others, alas! seem to care
nothingabout“theunity of thespirit* at
al,andgototheother extreme, making
awholesalejumbleof creed and prac-
tice, “agreeing to differ,” and raising
abovetheir rubbish-heap of traditions
andmangled Scripturesthewords*All
oneinChrigt,” etc.

Whatis"theunity of thespirit“ ?Has
theLordtoldus?

It isevident we shall not be ableto
keep aunity unlessweknowwhatitis,
but shall probably become a prey to
somestronger will of onewhowill give
ushisopinion asastandard. God has
not left uswithout teaching onthisim-
portant matter, for verses 4-6 are
GOD’ SOWN DEFINITION of what
theunity of thespiritis.

Theinsertionof thewords“thereis’
initalictypeinboththeA.V.andR.V.
of Eph. 4:4tendsto prevent thereader
from seeing that these verses are by
wal of explanation, and not thecom-
mencement of anew subject.

Thepassagereadslikethis: “ Endeav-
ouringtokeeptheunity of thespiritin
the bond of the peace (then add men-
tally, “which unity consistsof thefol-
lowing“), OneBody, One Spirit, etc.

These seven constituents of true
Scriptura unity arearrangedin perfect
and beautiful order. Thefact of there
being seventelsusthat wehave here
gpiritual perfection, andthebalanceof
eachpartfully explainstheLord smind
astothiswonderful unity.

They arearranged asfollows:

A | ONE Body,
B 1 ONE Spirit,
C | ONE Hope,
D I ONE LORD,
C | ONE Faith,
B | ONE Baptism,
A 1 ONE God and Father.
Itwill beseenthat thegreat centreis

ChristasLORD - thatis, Christ, notas
the “Man of Galilee,” nor as the
“Nazarene,” nor by any of theblasphe-
moustitleswhereby “ Sociaists’ and
would-beworld-improvers, “universal
brotherhood,” advocates and * peace
and safety” preachersdishonour Him.
No, not Christ asthe® Sonof man,” or
even“Jesus’; but ChristinResurrection
GLORY:; not Christ after the flesh-
ChristHead of theNEW CREATION-
THIS ONE is the centre, the pivot,
around whosegloriousPERSON the
other e ementsof trueunitaregrouped.

Roundthiscentral Lordwefindthe
other six placedin perfect correspon-
dence.

CorrespondingwiththeOneBody or
Family we have the One God and Fa-
ther (A andA).

Corresponding with the One Spirit
we havethe OneBaptism (B and B).

Corresponding with the One Hope
we havethe OneFaith (Cand C).

Christisthecentreof trueunity, and,
apart from HIM, faith and hope are
without foundation, andthebody itself
isdead. Just asin thetemple: “Every
whitof itutterethglory “; sohere, every
part of thisseven-fold unity speaksof
RESURRECTION.

None are joined to Christ as mem-
bersof HISBODY , except thosewho
are quickened from the dead. Read
Eph. 1:23 and 2:1 right on without
break, rememberingthat kai; notonly
means“and”, but “also” and “even’”.
“The Church which isHis Body, the
fulnessof Himthetfillethdlindl-EVEN
youwho weredead in trespassesand
ans... (v-5) evenwhenweweredead
insins, hathquickened ustogether with
Christ (by graceareye saved).” Well
might theinspired writer beledto say
“grace,” when dead ones are raised
fromthepit of corruptionto sitinthe
Heavenlies, and be made membersof
theONEBODY.

Errata:
Thelastissuewasincorrectly
|abeled asV olume 13 and should
beVolumel4. Also, themailing
addressiswasincorrectandis
P.O. Box 26608.




A Study In The Book Of Ephesians
Lesson 2: Chapter 1 continued

16a.Where will the saints of Ephesians fully enjoy their
blessings?V3: SeeAp.1
b. Wherewill Isradl’ sbenefitsbefully enjoyed?SeeGen.15:
18; Heb.11: 13-16; Rev.21:1-3
17a. When did God the Father choose usfor the purpose
revealedin Ephesians?V4, See Ap.2
b. When did He make this purpose known? Eph.3: 2-5
18a. When did God make known his purpose for Israel?
Gen.12: 1-2; Ezek. 20:1,5
b. What wasHisplanfor them?Ex. 19:5,6
¢. How doweknow that God continued with that planfor
someyearsafter Christ ascended? 1 Pet. 2.9
19.a. Inverses1-9, who are those spoken of as“us’ and
“we?’
b. Inverses 12 and 13, who are those spoken of as*“we”
and“ye’?
20. TheFather chose usout for what purpose?V4
21. In Scripturepredestination meansamarking out before-
hand, or asetting of limitsbefore, for something or place. It
hastodowithinheritanceand position. Menmakeout wills
beforetheir deathsand set out limitsor boundariesof inher-
itances. God hasmadeout awill concerningthat positionand
inheritancethat Hehasfor the ChurchwhichistheBody of
Christ. Weread of thisinchapter 1 of Ephesians.
a. Untowhat position werewe predestined?V>5
b. Wehavebeen predestinated untowhat inheritance?V 3
c. DidGod setlimitsaround (predestine) how many or who
may receiveresurrectionlife? John 3:14,15
22.a. In Scripturethemeaning of adoptionis* sonship,” that
is, theplacing of oneasasoninafamily. Sonshipgaveonea
placeof responsibility and privilege. What wasPaul’ srespon-
sbility that hepassed onto Timothy and that Timothy wasto
passontofaithful people? Eph.3:8,9; 2Tim. 2:2; 4:2
b. Whoinearlier timeshad anadoptionby God? Ex.4: 22;
Hos. 11:1andRo. 8:13-15; 9:3,4
c. What wastheir responsibility? 1 Pet. 2:9
23.Inverse5“ children” shouldberendered*” sons’ according
to the Greek and in John 1:12, “sons” should be rendered
“children.”
a. How doestheroleof asonin God' sfamiliesdiffer from
that of achildinHisfamilies?Eph. 4:14; Heb. 5:12-14
b. Humanly speaking, what isthesameintherelationship of
both a son and a child to their father? Is thistrue of both
childrenand sonsof God?
24.a. Through Whom has God made us accepted (made
objectsof grace)?V6
b. Why has God made us acceptable? Vs 5,6
25. What was God'’ sunderlying reason for all that He has
planned for us?Vs5,9
26.a. Fromwhat wereweredeemed?V7; Col.1: 14
b. What wasthe pricepaid for our redemption?
c. That price was sufficient for the redemption of
?R0.8:19-23; 2 Cor.5: 19

27. What was different about forgiveness of sins under
God' sadministrationfor Isragl fromforgivenessof sinsfor
membersof theBody of Christ?Mt. 6:14,15; Eph. 1:7; Cal.
1:14

28.What great act of gracehastheFather donefor us, seen
inverses8and 9?

29. What ultimatepurposeof theFatherisstatedinverse10?
30. Verse 10 speaks of those thingsin Christ that arein
heaven and thosein Chrigt, that are on earth?

a. Who arethosein heaven now?Eph.3:10; Col. 2:10

b. Arethereany resurrected peoplethere?John 3:13

¢. Who are those on earth that have their hope in the
heavenlies?1:3,22,23

APPENDIX 1: In Heavenly Places

ThesaintsinOld Testament timesknew that thereisarealm
abovetheheavensof Geneses1:6. It wascalled the” heaven
of heavens’ in Deuteronomy 10:4. They knew that itisthe
realmof God' sglory (Psalm8:1), but noneever expectedto
ascendtothat place.

ThesaintsinNew Testament timesof Jesusandintheyears
of Actsknew nothing moreabout that realm. It wasnot until
Godrevealed Hisgreat secret tothe A postle Paul that more
waslearned. Godthenreved edthat Hehad apurposefor that
realmabovetheheavens, anditincluded somesaintswhom
Hehad chosen.

Paul wroteof thingsconcerning that realmin Ephesians.
There, in the Greek text, the phrase “en tois epouraniois’
occursfivetimes. Itslitera trandationisintheupon (above)
heavens. It occursasfollows:

1:3 Members of the Body of Christ are blessed with all
gpiritual blessings, inheavenly places.

1:20 Christ hasbeen exalted in heavenly places.

2:6 Members of Christ’s Body are seated in heavenly
places.

3:10 There are principalities and powers in heavenly
places.

6:12 Thereisnowrestlinginhigh places.

APPENDIX 2: Before The Foundation Of The World

IntheKJV, the Englishword “foundation” istranslated
fromtwo Greek words, themeliosand kataballo. Themelios
hasitsroot meaningin, “founding” or layingafoundationupon
whichmoremay bebuilt. Kataballo hasitsroot meaningin
the combination of kata (down) and ballo (cast). It means
castingdownor overthrowing. ltsroot meaningisdisruption
orruin.

InEphesians1:4thewordiskataballo, thusitwasbefore
theruin or overthrow of theworld that we were chosenin
Christ for adoptionand membershipintheBody of Christ.

Thephrase*® befor ethefoundation of theworld” occurs
only threetimes. Twiceit concerns Christ and onceit con-
cerns His Body, the Church. See John 17:24, 1Pet. 1.20,
Eph.1:4)



The Question Of Predestination And Rightly Dividing The Word #3

Applicationof thisstudy toEphesians
1.5& 11

Havinglooked closely at the Greek
word proorizo, and theHebrew word
gabal, wenow seethewordtrand ated
“predestinated” with awholenew di-
mension of meaning that we felt was
relevant tothecontext of truthfor to-
day. Wesaw that theremust be some
connectionsto boundaries set for us,
andfor our inheritance:

- “Predestination” here refers to
God’ shaving decreed, ahead of time,
specificboundariesor limitationsfor us
today — asthe Body of Christ. This
wasneeded sincetheolder limitsthat
had been set by God nolonger applied
and hadto beset aside, alongwiththe
Law that had beenrelevant.

- These boundaries assign to us a
differentinheritancefromthat assgned
toothers—e.g. thebrideof Christ, the
nationof |sradl haveadifferentinherit-
ance. Jehovahassignedtheinheritance
of landtothevarioussegmentsof His
peopleviathesystemof the®lot” (Urim
and Thummim). Interestingly, theHe-
brew word goral isone of theeleven
words trangdlated as the same Greek
wordhorionintheSeptuagint (i.e.aso
trandated“ bounds’ etc.)—andgoral
refers to the drawing of lots. See
Exodus28:30andtheextensivenotein
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theCompanion BibleontheUrimand
Thummim. Alsolook at Joshual4:1,
15:1,16:1, 17:1wherethedrawing of
|otsdetermined theinheritanceof the
tribes. Ontheother hand, our inherit-
ance— and resultant “limits’ — was
decided“before’ thefoundationof the
worldand had noneed of thedrawing
of lotsor any other such device.

- Foronething, aspart of theinher-
itancethat hasbeenarrangedfor us, we
havetheprivilegeof adoption. Adop-
tion, inour day andtime, haslost much
of itssgnificance. Inthetimeof Chrig,
adoptionwasavery serioudy consid-
ered action because an adopted child
wasvery oftengivenamoresgnificant
inheritancethanthebirthchildren. As
weread Ephesians, somemoreitemsof
our inheritancebecomecl earer.

- Continuing the idea of being
adopted, weare" seded” withthat holy
gpirit of promisewhichisthe®earnest
(=pledge) of our inheritance” until we
areabletoclaimitinfull. Duringthe
daysof theRomanEmpire, asignetring
displaying an embossed family crest
wasworn by thehead of thefamily —
andimportantdocumentswere seded”
inwax andstampedwiththeembossing
onthering. A familywill, thedocument
that specifies inheritance, would be
stamped and sealed with sucharing.

Bible Explorations is a joint
effort by a group of believers.
Articles submitted are not nec-
essarily the view point of the
group collectively. Free to any-
one uponrequest.

- It is important that we study to
understand what theseboundariesand
limitationsareand what it is God has
decreedfor us. It seemsthereforethat
2Timothy 2:15asohasadimensionof
meaning addedtoit. For now, theterm
“rightly dividing” seemstofitinwiththe
ideaof boundaries/limits—andweare
asked not just to “study”, but al'so to
“rightlydivide’. Ifwedonot“divide’ or
“makethecut” correctly, wewill come
up withthewronginheritance— one
not made for us. Claiming someone
else’ sinheritanceisinviolation of the
other person’ srights; and adenial of
what weourselveshave.

Inthefina segment of our study, part
four, wewill look briefly at the Greek
wordwhichistrandated“rightly divid-
ing’.

L.Ayers
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