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By Faith... #2

If we ask to name the ‘faith chapter’ when we believe unto salvation has others (including this writer), apartfrom
inthe Bible, mostwould answer “He- been and mustbe bridged by His faith. the Scriptures, then our faithis in vain.
brews chapter 11”. There is no doubt The understanding of Hisfaithfulnessis But, if our faith comes by.:.hearing,
that this list of faithful saints has been just one step toward understanding theand hearing by the word of God
selected for areason and that specificdepths of His grace toward us. (Rom. 10:17), thenwe have learned the
acts of faith have beenrecordedforour In Heb. 12:2, He is said to be the secretoffaith. Andthatis, that Christ
edification. But, ifwelimitourstudyto  “Author” of faith. The word authorin  (only)is the Author of faith.
this one chapter, and assume that thethe Greek isdrchego%and is trans- Heisalso described as the “Finisher”
Holy Spiritintended only those names lated"Captain”inHeb. 2:10and"Prince" of our faith, which in the Greek is
and events were to be the sum of thein Acts 3:15. Itmeans “leader” or “first  “teliotees. “ Teliosteesis aword as-
examples necessary for our faith, we in rank”. The Greek worddrche sociated with endurance. Ithastheidea
may miss the entire point. For, we will means “beginning” and is also trans- offinishing or completing something, or
be missing the perfectexample of faith, lated “principality”. taking something to its end. This is
the Lord Jesus Christ. We see this principle of being "firstin - confirmed in the remainder of Heb.

Thelist of faithful examples beginsin rank" in Colossians 1:18, where we 12:2,3,“..Who for the joy thatwas
Chapter 10 and concludes in Chapter read of Christ,¥Whoisthe beginning  set before Himendured the cross,
12: “Let us draw near with atrue  (arch@”. He is “the principality” or  despising the shame, andis setdown
heartinfullassurance offaith...Let  authority (hence from the root word at the right hand of the throne of
us hold fast the profession obur author). We furtherread in Col. 2:10 God. For consider Him That en-
faith without wavering; (for Heis “Andyeare completeinHim, Which  dured such contradiction of sinners
faithful That promised;)” (Heb. is the head of all principality(arche againstHimself..” Surely thisisthe
10:22, 23) Ltooking unto Jesusthe  andpower” ThosewhorecognizeHim apex of unselfishness, putting allthings

Author and Finisher of *our faith, asthe head of the church whichis His aside to fulfill the service to which He
Who for the joy that was setbefore  body and understand the meaning of was called. Our service (if any) is pale
Him endured the cross, despising “...in all things He might have the by comparison.

the shame, and is set down at the preeminencé (Col. 1:18), mustrec- Sothe book of Hebrews gives us the
right hand of the throne of God” ognize thatthis truthwas notrevealed perfectexample offaith, Christ. tshows
(Heb. 12:2) (* The wordurisnotin  because of our faith, butby the “Author usthe one and only true source of faith,
theoriginal.) of faith”. Christ. Andin Christwe see the unself-

Without His example, all otherex-  Thus we see the importance of the ish nature of faith.
amples are meaningless. For His faith is Apostle’s charge to those Hebrewbe-  May we ever acknowledge His faith
the source of the faith of all of the great lievers whose faith was being tested. and rejoice inthe great lesson thatthe
cloud of witnesses and any other per- And to those Colossian saints whose Apostle Paul came to know, ta:be
sonwho has called on the name of the faith was being challenged by vain phi- found in Him, not having mine own
Lord. InRomans 1:17, Paul states that losophy (Col. 2:8, 16-23). To restin righteousness, which is of the law,
the gospel of Christis the power of God Christ’s faith is the solution to being  butthatwhich is throughthe faith of

unto salvation, to every one that be- faithfulunder all circumstances. Christ, the righteousness which is
lieves, ‘Forthereinis the righteous- If our faith is notbased onthe realiza- of Godby faith.” (Phil 3:9)

ness of God revealefrom faith to tion of His faithfulness, then we should B. Baghy
faith: asitis written, The just shall reevaluate our intentions. If our faithis

live by faith.” The very act of faith  aresultof agreeing with the opinions of



A Study in the Book of Ephesians

Whenwe open our Bibles we read inthe firstfew verses of Genesis that God created the heaven and earth, and that the
waste and void. We are nottold in Genesis why or how they were ruined, butwe learn why in the later writings of Isaiah cl
14 and Ezekiel 28. We learn that sin entered God’s creation when Lucifer rebelled against God's authority. Revelagon 12
usthatangelsjoined Luciferin hisrevolt.

With the entrance of sin came chaos, degeneration, and decay, those processes of change whereby passage oftime is
Time, as we know it, began. And with time, the ages began that are spoken of in Scripture.

Butwhataboutthat era of timeless perfection before sin brought ruin into God’s creation? Whatwas in the mind of God
No man could knowwhat was His desire and plan atthat point until He revealed it. God did notreveal His plaApogilthe
Paulwasina Roman prison. It was an untold number of years after Lucifer’s sin and about 4000 years after Adam’s s
Godrevealed what He had kept secretin Himself. He revealed “The Great Secret” to the Apostle Paul and commission
to make itknown. The epistle entitled “Ephesians”tells us of that Great Secret and gives instructions to those whosh it cor

Inthe following series of questions onthe epistle called “Ephesians” we may learn: What secret did God keep hiddeninH
forthousands of years? Whatis the place of the Jew and Gentile in God’s purpose for today? What supernatural gift of
is God giving to believers today? In what manner should we worship God today?

There will be references to help inthe study. There are available “Suggested Answers” for each lesson. You may wi
them if you wantto compare your findings with those. We also welcome your comments and questions concerning the Scr

Lesson 1: Chapter 1, Read verses 1-14
8. The meaning of the name “Christ” is “Messiah” which
means “anointed.” Itis the name of that glorious One in
Whom are all God'’s plans and through Whom they will be
fulfilled. “Jesus”isthe name of God in flesh, in His humility,
Hawith His glory laid aside. Itis associated with the shame He
hindured. Thoughthe KJV reads “Jesus Christ,” inverse one
stlebe Greek is “Christ Jesus.” Since the first name is given

la. Who was the writer of Ephesians?
b. By what name was he called before? Acts 13:9
c.What do these two names suggest about Him?
2. “Apostle “is from the Greek “apo” (away) plus “stello’
(send). It is one who is sent away, as on a mission.
represents and speaks with the power and authority of
sender. What evidence of apostleshipis seeninthe apo

of Christ? emphasis, whatis being emphasized about Him here?
a. Jn.15:27 9. Did Paul know the Lord in His glory or in His humanity?
b. Lk.6:13 Acts 26:15
c. Ac.1:8; Mr.16:20 10.Why should we take careful note of the names and titles
d. Ac.1:21-25 givento Christ?
3. How do the following references show that Paul wasjanl1l.“Peace” wasthe greeting common among Jews. “Grace’
apostle? was the greetingcommonamongthe Gentiles. Paul's greetin:
a. Ac.26:16,17 inverse 2 indicatesitis addressed towhom?
b. Ac.22:14,15 12. The word “blessed” in verse 3 is from the Greek
c.Gal.1:11,12; “eulogeo,” eu (well) plus"logos” (word, speak). Itmeans TO
d. 2Cor.12:11,12 SPEAKWELL OF, EULOGIZE, or PRAISE. “Blessing”
e. Eph.3:1-3 inthe same verse is a similar word meaning BENEFIT, or

4a.Who was the greatest apostle on earth? Heb.3:1,2 GIFT. Write verse 3 using those meanings and discovel
b. What evidence of an apostle was seen in His life?God’s grace to us.

Jn.17:3,8; Mt.28:18 13. Who is spoken well of (praised) in Ro.1: 25 and 9:57?

5.Paulwas made an apostle after Christascended. Wereg ariyla.Describe the blessings promisedto Israel in the following

others appointed then? If so, name some. See Ac.14
R0.16:7;Eph.4:10-12

6. “Saint” is the translation of the Greek word “hagios
meaning holy or setapartto God. One is not a saintbecs
of his own purity, butbecause God set him apartas His 0
possession. However, because heis God’s, he should |
pure life. The order ofthe Greekinverse 1 suggests thisep

is addressed faithful saints. What would be the difference

between a saintand a faithful saint?

14erses.

a. Gen.15:18; Heb.11:16; Micah 4:1-4; Deut.28:2-8

b. Ex.19:6

jJuse c. 2 Kings 8:19; Jer.33:17,18

wn d. R0.9:4,5

ve Bdb.How do they differ from those mentioned inverse 3?

stié5a.Inwhom are these in Ephesians blessed?vs 3
b.Withwhomwillthose of Israel’'s hope be blessed? Gen.

12:1-3;Gal. 3:9

D

7.Why can we say that this letter is for us also? 1:13

J. Heltzinger



The Question Of Predestination And Rightly Dividing The Word #2

GABAL(Hebrew) Many of the references for this word was considered rebellion—and even
In part one, we looked at the Greek are closely associated with inheritance. the natural elements obey by staying
word proorizo, and its roots, Deuteronomy32:8 isasignificantverse withinthe bounds setforthem: Jeremiah

determining thatthere was aconnection toquote inthisregard asitsetsthetone5:22 & 23: 'Fear ye not Me? saith

to the concept of the formation of for others*When the MOST HIGH
boundaries. To expand ourthinking, divided to the nations their
we decided to look into the Old inheritance, When He separated the
Testamentaswell. We began with the sons of Adam, He set the bounds of
Septuagint. Seeingth@borizowas  the people according to the number
not listed, we wentontolook atthe root of the children of Israel.”

words horionandhorizo. Fromthose

the Lord: will ye not tremble at My
presence,Which have placed the
sand for the bound of the sea by a
perpetual decree, that it cannot pass
it: and though the waves thereof
toss themselves, yet can they not

The second reason why boundaries prevail; though they roar, yet can

words, we were able to find and look Were created was that people were they not pass over it. But this People
up (in Strong’s concordance) the clearof whattheirowninheritancewas, hath a revolting and a rebellious

Hebrew wordjabal(Strongs Concord.

and took care of what was assigned to heart; they are revolted and goné.

H1379). It means “to bound (as by a them. Thethirdreasonforboundaries 3. Rebellion, overstepping the

line), border, setbounds about”.

or limitswas to ensure thatpersonsto boundaries set by God, had

Going back to the Septuagint whom specific boundaries were consequences attached to it: Jude 6:

Concordance, we found thiadrion

assigned did not violate these limits. "...the angels which kept not their

(Greek) had been used to translate Boundaries set by the Lord were not first estate(their own principality) but
eleven different Hebrew words, allof meantto be violated, and there were left their own habitation, He hath
them, in some manner or the other, consequencesfordoing so. Letuslookreserved in everlasting chains under

dealing with boundaries. However,we briefly atsome segments of scripture:
la.Boundaries are set to limit, but great day." (cf. 2 Peter 2:4)

will limitourselvestojusta selection of

darkness unto the judgment of the

the eleven that correspond to our alsoto keep us safely withinwhatwas We are reminded of Lucifer, “son of
findings. There were threeformsofthe designed for us, even the forces of the morning” whowas also thrown out

word gaba|: g|baw| or g|bow|, nature: Psalms 104: 6-THe waters

gibalah, and gabgHeb.) allofwhich ~ stood above the mountains. At Thy
were translatedinto one ofthefollowing: rebuke they fled; At the voice of
border(s), bounds, coasts, quarters, Thy thunder they hasted away. They
landmarks, space, and limit. Since go up by the mountains; they go
there are too many references to give down by the valleys Unto the place
here, we will give a sample or two of which Thou has founded (= didst
each: prepare)for them. Thou hast set a
‘border(s) Genesis 10:19, Exodus bound that they may not pass over;
34:24;: Numbers 20:16, 17; Joshua That they turn not again to cover the
chapter 15; Psalms 74:17 earth.”

boundsEx 23:31: Deut32:8 b. Exodus 19:12, 13:Ahd thou
.coasts Exo10:14;Num20:23;21:13; shalt set bounds unto the People
Deut 2:18; 3:14 & 17; Num 32:33 round about, saying, “Take heed to
.quarters Exo 13:7 yourselves, that ye go not up into

-landmarks: Deut19:14; Job 24:2; Prov the mount, or touch the border of it:
22:28:23:10 whosover toucheth the mount shall

-spaceEzek 40:12 be surely put to death: There shall
Jimit: Ezek 43:12 not an hand touch it, but he shall

Scripturally, the main purpose of surely be stoned, or shot through
creating and announcing borders or whether it be beast or man, it shall
boundaries was to clearly assign not live: when the trumpet soundeth
portions to the Hebrew people aswell long, they shall come up to the
asto the other peoples of the earth. Inmount.”

otherwords, itwas alsotoindicatethe 2.To crossthe limitations setup by
“inheritance” for each of these groups. the LAWby Jehovah, God and Creator,

of heaven for overstepping his bounds:
Isaiah 14:12-14"How art thou fallen
from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the
morning! how art thou cut down to
the ground, which didst weaken the
nations! For thou hast said in thine
heart, “I will ascend into heaven
(the heavens)l will exalt my throne
above the stars of GOD: | will sit
upon the mount of the congregation,
in the sides of the north*: 1 will
ascend above the heights of the
clouds; | will be like the MOST
HIGH. "

* Companion Bible note: “North”
localizes the dwelling place of God.
See Psalms 75:6; Job 26:7.

In the light of the information on
proorizo, horion, horizoandgabal
andtheir connections with “boundaries”
and “inheritance”, in part three we will
take a brieflook athow this could apply
to Ephesians 1:5& 11.

L. Ayers




Esther's Courage And Its Consequences #4 Bible Explorations s a joint

After Hamanwas hanged, there were “lot”and is connected to soothsaying. | effort by a group of believers.
immediate consequences which helped Haman had used “Pur”’to determinethe| Articles submitted are not nec-
the Hebrew people; butas aresultofall day of destruction (3:7). Instead of | essarily the view point of the
this, there were also long term conse- turning outto be an auspicious day for | group collectively. Free to any-
guences. Inconcluding this article, we Haman, his family, and associates, it| one uponrequest.
will look at both short and long term became a day of success for the Jews
results briefly. allaround the kingdom. Notonlyisit temple thathad been destroyed many

ltis very interesting thatafter Haman something thatistoday onthe Jewish years before. How did this happen?
was hanged, the king gave hisring (the calendar, but because of Esther andEsther’s son was Cyrus. Read Ezra
seal) to Mordecai, and Esther’s cousin Mordecai, the festival of Purimbecame and Nehemiah to discover how the
became “next unto king Ahasuerus” one that was decreed throughout thevarious edicts and orders finally al-
(10:3). However, they could notrepeal Persian empire. Chapter 9:32 says,lowed the Jews to return to their land
the decree that Haman had already sent' Andthe decree of Estherconfirmed  and to rebuild. Cyrus gave the first
out. As Ahasuerus said, “..for the these matters of Purim; anditwas order for dispersed Jews to return to
writing which is written inthe king’s ~ written in the book”. Purim is a theirland. He also ordered and even
name, and sealed with the king'sring, festival of greatjoy eventoday. numbered all the items that had been
may nomanreverse.”(8:8). However, Hamanwas notthe only onethatwas stolen from the temple and had these
they wrote another decree which not destroyed. They made sure allhis sonsreturned. Ezra deals mainly with the
only allowed the Jews to protectthem- were hangedtoo. Haman is called “the rebuilding of the temple and Nehemiah
selves onthe specific day the slaughter Jews' enemy” four times (3:10; 8:1; withthe rebuilding of the walls or Jerusa-
had been planned, butitinstructedthem 9:10, 24). In the Companion Bible, lem. Allthis would not have occurred
to prepare forit. So, notonly werethe Bullinger points outthatno one elsein withoutdivine interventioninthe person
Jews then able to counteract their en- the entire Bible had been called by this of Esther.
emies’ attacks, but they were able to title. Hamanwas used by Satanjustas L Ayers
destroy a large number of them and Pharaoh had been usedin earliertimes
even becamerich onthe spoils. to try to destroy notjust one person, but

Ironically, the feasting that followed a“people”.
has become ajoyous Jewish festival- Esther’'srule as queenfinally led to
Purim. Theword “Purim”istakenfrom the freeing of the Jews, their returnto
the Persian word “Pur” which means theirland, and to the rebuilding of the
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