BIBLE EXPLORATIONS

...to know the love of Christ

Mar 2000
Volume 14, No. 2

Bible Explorations Online:
email: adamb@primenet.com

www.primenet.com/~adamb/beonline

which passeth knowledge
that ye might be filled with

all the fulness of God Eph 3:19

Esther'sCourageAnd ItsConsequences#3

Establishing Herself

Inarticle#2, welooked at theprocess
that was used to choose a hew queen
and how Esther obtained this position.
Her real work had now begun. Shehad
toplanvery carefully and methodically.

Itwasnot possiblefor Esthertodothis
al by hersdlf. Shemusthavebeenavery
wiseyoungwoman. Shemadesurethat
everyone around her liked her. Now
Esther and M ordecai begantoplantheir
steps. Thefirst thingthey didjointly was
toenableAhaserustoridhimsalf of two
traitorous chamberlains who had been
plottingtokill him. Theremay havebeen
other events which are not recorded.
However, the main event was yet to
come.

Four years after she had become
gueen, atruly challengingsituationarose.
Haman, because he was angry with
Mordecai, decidedtogetridof hismain
enemy (Mordecai) and all Mordecai’s
people. SoHamanreportedto Ahaserus
that there was a dispersion of people
among their peoplewho weredifferent
(“diversefrom all people’: 3:8) and
that these peoplehad their ownlawsand
therefore did not obey the laws of the
land. ThiswasasbadascallingtheJews
traitors to the king. Haman then pro-
posed to get rid of them. Trusting
Haman’ sjudgment, andnotknowinghis
queen was Jewish, the king not only
gaveHamanoral permission, buthanded
over hisring. Thisringisvery important.
If youremember, muchearlierinJewish
history, Pharaoh gave Joseph hisringin
much the same manner (Gen. 41:42).
Thisring with the seal wastheway in
whichdocumentsweresigned and con-
firmedby rulers. OnceHaman had pos-
session of this, he could write up docu-
mentsand not evenhavetogototheking
for hisfina word! Moreimportant, once

something had beenwrittenand sealed,
it could not berepeal ed.

Note that Haman was very devious.
Thedecreethat went out legitimizedthe
murder of Jewsby anyoneinthegenera
popul ationwho choseto participate. He
did not say who had to participate.
Hamanknew therewereenough people
inthegeneral populationwho hated the
Jews, evenif thereweremany whomay
not havewanted thisto happen. Embed-
dedinthe decree was also an appeal to
greed, thosewhocarried outthedaugh-
ter could also pillagewhatever thevic-
timshad. Neither Esther nor Mordecai
learned what had happened until after
everything had beenwrittenand sealed.
Mordecai knew that this could not be
repealed. Even if the king changed his
mind, this order would still be carried
out. That iswhy he mourned ashe did
(4:1-3) and why the Jews everywhere
alsofasted, wept, and put on sackcloth.

Mordecai and Esther were not al-
lowed to see or talk to each other. As
mentioned earlier, oncesheentered the
pa ace, shecouldnot moveoutsidefredy
ever again and this was probably even
morestrict arulefor the queen than for
aconcubine. Besides, no oneknew yet
that she was Jewish or that Mordecai
and Esther wererelated. 1n4:4-17 we
find a“conversation” between Esther
and Mordecai. This was another risk
shewastaking. First, shehadtobeable
to trust Hatach, the chamberlain, who
acted asgo-between. Second, sheknew
thatitwasatremendousrisktogotothe
king unless he called for her. Look at
verse 11. There is definite fear in this
statement. Anyonewhoisnot called by
thekingintotheinner court,“ thereisone
law of histo put him to death”. There
could beonly oneexception, if theking
held out thegol den scepter totheperson

who had dared to enter. Esther, as she
conveyed to Mordecai, had not even
been near the king in thirty days. She
was not sure at al of her reception.
However, Esther finally listened to the
wisdom of Mordecai, sent amessageto
him to collect the Jewstogether to fast
and pray for threedaysand nights. She
wasgoingtodothesame. Thenshewas
goingto break thelaw! Shesaid, “I will
gototheking, whichisnot accordingto
thelaw”; and she wasnow preparedto
die.

Therest of the book coversthe story
of how she trapped Haman, without
arousing his suspicion, and got him to
declarehow hehimself wasgoingtobe
punished (chapters5, 6& 7). Noticethat
when shewasinthecourt, sherevealed
nothing. All shedidwasextendaninvi-
tationtothekingand Hamantodinewith
her. If shehad complained or revealedin
that court (where there were others
present) thefact that shewasaJew, this
would have humiliated the king. That
would indeed have been a bad move.
Meanwhile, by Divine intervention,
Mordecai ispromoted, and Esther seizes
the moment to reveal her nationality to
her husband, appropriately, in private.
Haman had aready had advice from
others, including his wife, that since
Mordecai was a Jew and was so fa
vored by the king, that Haman would
“fall before him” and his worst fears
came true when he was hanged on the
galowshehad intended for Mordecai.
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TheQuestion Of Predestination And Rightly Dividing TheWord #1

Beliefs And Questions
Theword* predestination” hasbeen
explained by translators to mean
“predetermined” or“foreordained”. Y et
thisconcept, withinthecontextof God' s
“foreknowledge’, has continued to
puzzleus. Thequestionhasbeenasked,
“How can God be so unfair as to
predestine some of us one way, and
others another way?’ Other related
guestions are, “Does God really
determine ahead of timewho goesto
heaven and who isdamned?’ “Isthis
fair?’ “1f weare predestined oneway
or theother, why bother to changeour
behaviorsand/or way of living?’ andso
on.
TheCdvinigviewpointwasexplained
tousandtherearevarying* shades’ of
thisviewpoint, someextremeandsome
less so. But the bottom line of this
viewpointisthat God not only knows
ahead of timewhat wearegoingtobe
and do, but inevitably controlsthisas
well by predestining each of us as
individua beings. They believethat there
isafixed number of specificindividuads
whowerecreatedtogooneway or the
other. Choice is not an issue. It is
inevitablethat wethenbegintoquestion,
“What of freewill?” and“Why didGod
give us choicesto make?” We could
just becontent tobepuppetsinthisvast
arena of the world and play out our
parts, as predestined for us. Withthe
songster, we could say, “Che sera,
sera, whatever will be, will be.” This
wasadifficult view to accept. So, we
decided to do some probing into the
originsof theword. Thefollowingstudy
isasummary of our findings.
PROORIZO (Greek)
ThisisthewordfromtheGreek that
hasbeenrenderedin Englishvariousy
as “predestined”, “foreordained”,
“beforeordained” . TheDictionary of
the Bible (1902) edited by James
Hastings, notes that early English
trand ationsof the Bibledid not make
use of the Greek texts, but used the

availableLatinversionsinstead. Soit
wastheword praedestino (L atin) that
was translated and not the word
proorizo (Greek). This praedestino
has apparently becomethe basefor a
vast theological philosophy which
embracesthought fromtheJewsof Old
Testament times, tothe Essenes, Plato,
Philo, downtothevarious* churches’

andgroupsof our times. Thelanguage
of thephilosophy includeswordssuch
as“eect”,“chosen” and* providence”,
andtheseareused synonymoudy with
theword trandlated “ predestined” or
“foreordained”.

The Greek and Hebrew words for
“elect” and “chosen” are indeed
synonymous, but neither of thosewords
aresynonymsfor proorizo, nor arethe
word roots related. Scriptural
referencesmakethisabundantly clear.
Evenif oneconsultsamodernthesaurus,
itwill beclearly seenthat “elect” and
“chosen” are synonyms, and that the
word* predestined” isnot. Additiondly,
the word “providence”’ in Greek is
relatedtothe Greek wordfor “ know”
anditisredly better associatedwiththe
wordusedfor God' s*foreknowledge’,
rather than with the term “predes-
tination”. Giventhesefacts, it canbe
understood that there has been some
confusionwithword-usage. Wedonot
know whereandwhentheillusonwas
created that “ predestined” meant the
sameas" chosen” or“ elect/elected”.

Theword proorizo occursonly six
timesintheNew Testament (Acts4:28;
Rom8:29,30; | Cor 2:7; andEph 1.5,
11). ReverendBullinger’ slexiconsays
thewordmeans*“tosetlimitsbefore”.
Strong’ s concordance (Greek 4309)
indicates that it means “to limit in
advance, determine before, ordain,
predestinate”’. Boththesesourcesdo
not talk just about the “before” or
advanceel ement of theconcept, but of
“limits’. Wethought that thismight beof
somesignificance, sowecontinuedto
tracetheoriginsof theword proorizo.

We found that horizo (Greek 3724)
and horion (Greek 3725) aretheroot
words for proorizo, along with the
prefix of pro. Horizo meansto “ mark
out or bound, i.e., (fig.) to appoint,
decree, specify”; andhorionisfroma
primitiveroot, orus, meaning“tobound
orlimit” andthatitindicatesa’“ boundary
ling i.e, byimplication,afrontier”. Mr.
Welch states, “The word horizo has
comeintoEnglishintheword* horizon’
whichisthegpparent|lineof demarcation
or boundary between earth and sky”
(Berean Expositor, Volume 4, page
86*). We began to see a common
thread of meaning emerging. Itlooked
likewewereta king about thesetting of
boundaries or limits. But limits or
boundaries of what? In part two, we
will look at the Hebrew word that is
connectedtothesethoughts.

* Further articlesonthissubject, can
be found in the Berean Expositor
Volumes 4 (pp. 84-87), 10 (pp.81-
85), 27 (pp. 32-35) and 35 (p. 146).

L.Ayers

Phoenix Bible Conference
April 14th-16th at Glencroft Retire-
ment Center, 8711 N 67thAve., Glen-
dale, AZ. basement of Condos. The
featured guest speaker is Dan Haley
fromHilton, NY and Bill Millett from
Hurst, Texas.

Friday
7:00 pm- Philip Bagby
Saturday
9:00 am - DanHaley
10:00am- DanHaley
11:15amLunchBreak
1:30 pm- Bill Millett
2:30 pm - Dan Haley
Sunday
9:30am - DanHaley
10:30 am - Barnabas Bagby

For further information please call
JeanHeltzinger at (602)972-7234.




Sins (plural) may be defined as
thoughtsand actsthat arecontrary to
therevealed will of God. Sinmay be
referred to as the condition of every
person born into thisworld. Romans
5:12tellsusthat, “...by onemansin
entered the world, and death by
sin.” Itiswhat we arebecause of the
firstman, Adam. Asaresultof Adam’s
fall, man, beforehedoesgoodor evil,
isbornwiththesinnature. Heproceeds
tocommitsins.

Therealizationthat wearesindoes
not alwayscomewhenonefirsttrusts
theLordashisSavior. That revelation
may comelater whenhelearnsmoreof
theL ord’ smighty wisdom, power and
glory. It may comewhen heseeshim-
self in the Light of true holiness and
goodness.

Consider Job, who was aworship-
per of the Lord and obedient to His
commands. Jobenduredfaithful tothe
Lordthroughagonizingtrialsbuthehad
oneflaw. Hethought therewas some
bit of goodness in him. He justified
himself and justified his actions. He
sad,”“l amrighteous: and God hath
takenaway myjudgment.” (Job34:5)
Only aftertheLordspoketoJoband he
understood some of the Lord’ s wis-
dom and power, did hecry, “1 have
heard of Theeby thehearingof the
ear: but now mine eye seeth Thee.
Whereforel abhor myself, andre-
pentindust and ashes.” (Job42:5,6)

The Companion Bible reminds us
that, in Scripture, leprosy isthe great
typeor pictureof sin. Itteachesusthat
thesinnerisnotonly lostandruinedon
account of what he has done, but on
account of what heis...that it is not
enoughto confesswhat wehavedone,
or left undone, theremust bea so the
confessionthat thereisnohedthinus.

Weseeleprosy asapictureof sinin
Leviticus 13:45 where the leper was
commanded to cry, “Unclean, un-
clean”. Hewasto be put outsidethe
congregationand away fromthetaber-
naclesolongashehadthisdisease. In

Sin Or Sins?
thesameway God commandedthatsin
must be put away from among His
Peopleandfromtheplaceof Hispres-
ence.

Wheninavisiontheprophet Isaiah
was in the presence of the Lord, he
cried,“ Woeisme! for | amundone;
becausel amaman of uncleanlips,
and | dwell inthemidst of aPeople
of unclean lips: for mineeyeshave
seentheKing.” Isaiah6:5)"...weare
all as an unclean thing, and our
righteousnesses are as filty rags.”
(Isaiah64:6) Isaiahacknowledgedboth
that they were unclean and that they
had doneuncleanthings.

TheApostlePaul, righteousaccord-
ingtotheLaw giventolsrael, andthen
righteous by thefaith of Christ Jesus,
still groaned saying, “For we know
that the law is spiritual: but I am
carnal,soldunder sin...l knowthat
inme(that isin my flesh,) dwelleth
no good thing.” (Romans 7:14,18)
Paul had seenthe L ord and heard His
words. Herealizedthedepravity of his
ownnatureof sin.

Sinandsinscrossall dispensational
boundaries. We, of thispresent dispen-
sationof theMystery, are told, “...ye
weresometimesdar kness, but now
areye lightintheLord.” (Ephesians
5:8) Wenot only oncewa kedindark-
ness but we were darkness. Now, in
theLord, wehave becomelight.

IntheLord we have healing for the
disease of sin and death which we
inheritedfrom Adam andwehavethe
promise of resurrection. God has
“...raisedusuptogether,and made
ussittogether inheavenly placesin
Christ Jesus.” (Ephesians2:6)

In Christ we have forgiveness for
what wehavedoneand what wehave
leftundone. “...wehaveredemption
through Hisblood, thefor giveness
of sins’. (Ephesians1:7)

Bothsnandsinshavebeenerasedby
anactof love.”“ For God solovedthe
world, that HegaveHisonly begot-
ten Son, that whosoever believeth

in Him should not perish, but have
everlaginglife.” (John3:16)“...God
wasin Chrigt, reconcilingtheworld
unto Himself, not imputing their
trespassesuntothem.” (2Co. 5:19)
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The Lord Jesus Christ was...

1. madeflesh (John 1:14)

2. mademanifest to Israel (John 1:31)

3. made...both Lordand Christ (Acts
2:36)

4. made of the seed of David (Ro 1:3)

5. madeaquickeningspirit(1Co15:45)

6. madeasin offering (2Co 5:21)

7. made of awoman (Gal 4:4)

8. made under the law (Gal 4:4)

9. madehimself of no reputation (Phil
2:7)

10. made in the likeness of men Phil
2:7)

11. madesomuch better thantheangels
(Heb 1:4)

12. made (for alittle while) lower than
the angelsfor the suffering of death
(Heb 2:9)

13. made like unto his brethern (Heb
2:17)

14. madean high priest (Heb 5:5; 6:20;
7:20)

15. made perfect (Heb 5:9)

16. madelike unto the son of God (Heb
7:3)

17. made a surety (Heb 7:22)

18. made higher than the heavens (Heb
7:26)

19. made the head of the corner stone
(1 Pet 2:7)

The church which is His body has

been...

1. madeaccepted in the Beloved (Eph
1:6)

2. made known the mystery of His
will (Eph 1:9)

3. made to sit together in Heavenly

places (Eph 2:6)

made nigh by the blood of Christ

(Eph2:13)

made both one (Eph 2:14)

made meet to be partakers of the

inheritance (Col 1:12)

made manifest the mystery (Col

1:26)

8. made manifest His purpose and
grace from before the ages (1 Ti
1:10)

9. madeheirsaccording to the hope of
eternal life (Titus 3:7)
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Salvation And Reward - 2Ti 2:11-13

Many haveconfusedthesetwowords
andhavelivedindreadandfearinstead
of rgjoicing. Salvationhastodowitha
man’ sstanding beforeGod. Andaman
clothedintherighteousnessof Christ
hasnothingtofear. Butreward hasto
do with his state, his works, and is
somethingtostrivefor.

Thepromiseof lifeinthefirst verseof
thisepigtlelinksitwith Titus1:2and Eph
3:6andprovesthatitisconcerningthe
dispensation of themystery.

1. FOR IF WE BE DEAD WITH
HIM,WESHALLALSOLIVEWITH
HIM. Thisissavation. If weareiden-
tifiedwithHiminHisdeathandburial,
thenweshall beidentifiedwithHimin
resurrection. Thisisoutsdeof anyworks
or strivingonour part. Wearesaved by
gracethrufaith. Just assalvationina
past di spensation meant enteringinto
thekingdomhope, sohereitiscoming
intothehopeof themystery. Itisabit
more than just John 3:16. We might
illustratethisby thecaseof Cornelius.
Beforemeeting Peter, hewasaccepted
of God. Hewas saved. But under the
message of Peter, he believed unto
having a part in the kingdom and re-
celved thesignsto proveit. And that
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alsowascalled salvation sometimes.
2. IF WE SUFFER, WE ALSO
SHALL REIGNWITHHIM. Hereis
the reward. This is over and above
livingwithHim. Notal wholivewith
Him will reign with Him. The word
suffer hereisendure. Itisbeing stead-
fast in the faith. No compromise or
living after theflesh canbecaledendur-
ing. Theservant who burieshisrespon-
sibilitiescan not qualify for areward.
He may even receive some dreadful
punishment from hismaster for being
wickedanddothful. A personwhoisa
member of the body has a duty to
perform, aresponsibility toward the
other memberstoedify andbuild up.
3. IFWE DENY HIM, HEALSO
WILL DENY US. Hereisthepart that
IS so often misunderstood. But if we
know thenatureof thedealingsof the
master withtheservants, wecanseethe
real meaning. If wedeny Himour ser-
vice, Hewill deny usthereward. Itis
that smple. And that isonly fair and
equitable. When aservant doesashe
pleases on the job, loafs and amuses
himself instead of working, then he
cannot expect the words, WELL
DONE, THOU GOOD AND FAITH-

Bible Explorations is a joint
effort by a group of believers.
Articles submitted are not nec-
essarily the view point of the
group collectively. Free to any-
one uponrequest.

FUL SERVANT.

4.|IFWEBELIEVENOT,YETHE
ABIDETH FAITHFUL: HE CAN-
NOT DENY HIMSELF. This has
caused agreat deal of difficulty. But
evenif oneistolapseintounbelief, and
becomes unfaithful, yet the Lord re-
mainsfathful. Hehassaid anyonewho
comesto HimHewill in nowiseout.
Onceamanhasthenew creationwithin
him, no one can pluck him out of the
handtheGood Shepherd. SinceChrist
abidesinthebeliever inthisnew cre-
ation or new nature, He then cannot
cast thebeliever off for that would be
denying Himself. Hereisthefact and
proof of thesecurity of thebeliever.

Thesewordsshould encourageand
strengthendll of usand causeustoagain
determine to endure and run for the
prize.

(Reprinted from TFT Volume 16,
No. 5, Dec 1963, O. M. Baker)
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