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all the fulness of God Eph 3:19

Esther'sCourageAnd ItsConsequences#2

The Search For A New Queen

In part one, wetook abrief look at
the times in which Esther lived, and
talked about thedivorceof VVashti, the
Persian queen.

Thefirstthingdoneinsearchingfora
new queenwasthat adecreeand com-
mandment to find beautiful young
womenandtosendthemtothepalace
at Shushan went out to all the prov-
inces. Ahaserusruledover 127 of these
provinces. Once in the paace, they
weregivenover tothecustody of Hege,
theking’ schamberlain. Notethat Hege
wascalledthe* keeper of thewomen”.
Hewasinchargeof theking' sintended
concubines. The practice of keeping
concubines was part of the way of
Persianlife. However, think foramo-
ment about theconsequences. Firstly,
once awoman wasinducted into this
house of concubines, she could not
leaveunlesstheking gavespecificor-
derstoallowthistohappen. Secondly,
shewas separated from her ownfam-
ily, and might never beallowed to go
back andstay withthemagain. Thirdly,
shewould havetoabideby therulesof
the“house” shewasin, andlistentothe
ordersgivenby Hegeor whoever was
putincharge.

Thisisthesituationintowhich Esther
was brought. Note that the name
“Esther” may mean“star”, butitalso
may mean “hidden” (*) to reflect the
fact that no one(except Mordecai, and
possibly, her guardians) knew that she
wasMordeca’ scousin(uncl€e sdaugh-
ter: 2:7) and aJew. Thefact that this
stayed hidden for a while probably
meansthat her guardianswerenot Jews.
Nooneever questioned Esther about
this,andaswefindout later inthebook,
Hamanhadn’'taclue! Mordecai gave

her strictinstructionsnottorevea who
sheredlly was. So, shewasthereunder
fa sepretensesandat considerablerisk
to herself and anyoneassociated with
her. AsJewswerecaptives, shemight
even havebeen considered extremely
presumptuousif shehad been exposed
at thisstageof events.

Hegeprobably hadavery largenum-
ber of youngwomensenttohimfromall
over thekingdom. However, hetook
an immediate liking to Esther. This
speeded up the process alittle. The
impression we get from 2:9isthat he
put her beforeother maidens, andeven
gaveher preferentia treatmentinallot-
ting Esther and her maidens the best
part of the house”. He" speedily gave
her her thingsfor purification”. Itwas
very important that thethingsfor puri-
fication be given to her as early as
possible. Why? Ittook twelvemonths
forawomantogothroughthe*® purifi-
cation” process and she would not
even be allowed to go near the king
unlessthiswasdonecorrectly. (Seevs
2:12)

Whenawomanwasconsidered” pu-
rified” andready togototheking, she
wasallowedtotakewith her whatever
she “desired”. This probably meant
that she could, at her own judgment,
decidewhat would benefit her totake
along, or how to dress, etc. At this
point, Esther, knowingthat theking's
chamberlain would have the experi-
ence, dlowedhimtomakethisdecision
(2:15). She aso knew that he pre-
ferredher aboveadl thewomenthereand
sotrusted hisjudgment.

Thiswasanextremdy critical pointin
Esther’ scareer. Shewasat the point
whereshecould becomequeen or be-
comeaconcubinein Ahaserus paace

for the rest of her life. Each night a
woman would be selected to go to
Ahaserus. After spendinganight with
theking, shecould besdl ected asqueen
or remanded to the custody of
Shaashgaz, thechamberlainincharge
of appointed concubines. It waspos-
siblethat shewouldthenremainthere
for therest of her dayswithout being
allowedtoleaveortomarry. Look at
2:14: *shecamein untothekingno
mor e, except the king delighted in
her, and that she were called by
name’. Notaveryinspiringfate! And
what arisk for Esther totake. Shemust
have beenfearful in her heart, evenif
shedidn’t showit, and evengiventhe
faith she must have had that it would
turnout asGodwantedittoturnout.

Evenafter Esther had spent her night
withtheking, wedonot know howlong
she had to wait to find out that she
would be queen. It says that Esther,
"...obtained graceand favor in his
sight morethanall thevirgins’. So,
maybeshehadtowait awhileuntil he
decided. But hedid, and he* madeher
gueeninstead of Vashti” (2:17). The
first part of God' splanin Esther was
completed. Esther wasnow queen, but
shewas4till not established. Sheneeded
timeto proveto A haserusthat not only
wasshebeautiful, butthat hecouldtrust
her. Until hecouldtrust her and dem-
onstrate that he did, she could not
reved her nationality.

L.Ayers

* Editor's note! The fact that no
Devinenameor titlecanbefoundinthe
book of Esther supportsthisidea. The
nameof Jehovaand"l am" arehidden
inacrosticsinfivelocations. See App.
#60intheCompanionBiblefor further
information.



Resurrection #17, A Reader'sEnquiry
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A reader haswrittenthefollowing: “In
your recent article -Resurrection No.
17- I findthat Enochand Noahwill have
nopartinthe” first” resurrection (indi-
catedat point 3). Doesthisnot atleaston
the surface seem to fly in the face of
Hebrews 11 where we find that these
two (vs 5, 7) as well as others were
strangers and pilgrims, sought a better
country, andthat God hath preparedfor
them acity?’

ThewriterisreferringtoHebrews11
where Enoch and Noah are mentioned
inalist of heroesof faith. But doesthis
say that Enochand Noahwere*” strang-
ersandpilgrims’ ? Doesit say that they
“ sought abetter country” ? And, doesit
say that God * has prepared a city” for
them?

After telling how Abel, Enoch, and
Noahprovedtheirfaith, eachinhisown
particular sort of test, then Hebrews
11:8-16tellsof Abraham’ stest and that
of hisseedline. “By faith Abraham,
when he was called to go out into a
place which he should after receive
for an inheritance, obeyed; and he
went out, not knowing whither he
went. By faith he sojourned in the
land of promise, asin astrangecoun-
try,dwellingintaber nacleswith|saac
and Jacob, the heirswith him of the
same promise. For he looked for a
city which hath foundations, whose
builder and maker isGod.”

It was Abrahamwholeft hishomein
the Chaldeesinobedienceto God' scall
to come out.It was Abraham and his
seed that sojourned as strangers and
pilgrims livingintents, eventhough God
had promised themthe Land.

Itwas Abraham that |ooked for acity
that God prepared. “ Ther eforesprang
there even of one (Abraham), and
him asgood asdead, so many asthe
starsof thesky in multitude, and as
the sand which is by the sea shore
innumer able. Theseall died in faith,
not having received the promises,
but having seenthem afar off, ...and
confessed that they were strangers
and pilgrimson theearth.”

It was Abraham and his seed that

confessed that they were strangersand
pilgrims on the earth. It was they who
diedwhilewaitingtoreceiveGod’ sprom-
isestothem. ItisAbraham, hisseed, and
those who became Abraham’ s seed by
faith during theyearsof Acts, whowill
see the start of God' s promises being
fulfilled. Thoseof Abraham’ sseedwho
werejudgedfaithful will beraisedtosee
God spromisesstarttoberealized. This
is a point 3 above when the Christ/
Messiah returnsto earth.

“Andtruly,if they (Abraham’ sseed)
had been mindful of that country
from whence they came out, they
might havehad opportunity tohave
returned”

It was Abraham’s seed who “came
out” from the Chaldees and who could
havereturned.

“But nowthey desireabetter coun-
try, that is, an heavenly: wherefore
God is not ashamed to be called
their God: for hehath prepared for
them acity.”

Weconcludethat Hebrews11:8tothe
end of the chapter, speaksof Abraham
and hisseed. Thethingsspoken of them
are not said of Enoch or Noah. We do
not findthat Enochor Noahwerestrang-
ers and pilgrims, that they sought a
better country, or that they looked for a
city.

Whilethelivesof Abel, Enoch, and
Noah showed great faith, they did not
have the promises made to Abraham
and his seed. Therefore, we suggest
that they will beraised and rewarded at
thelastresurrection, point4above. There,
at thegreat whitethrone, workswill be
judged and their faith rewarded. They
will enter Christ’ skingdomfor theages
ahead, when the heavensare clean and
righteousnessfillstheearthandall who
areinit. They will seetheultimategoal
of God, the completion of His plan for
redemption of earth, heaven and man,
all of thispossible because of thework
of the Son.

“UntoHim beglory in thechurch
by Christ Jesusthroughout all ages,
world without end.” (Eph 3;21)

J Heltzinger

TheSureFoundation

Inhislast Ietter to Timothy, Paul en-
courageshimto beanunashamedwork-
man, torightly dividethewordandwarns
of thosewhoseteaching “ eatsasdoth a
canker” andwho haveerred concerning
thetruth. Hethen gives him thisassur-
ance, “Nevertheless the foundation
of God standeth sure, having this
seal, The Lord knoweth them that
areHis...” (2Ti 2:19)

At atime when so many had |eft the
truth and were being lead away, at a
time of much opposition and when one
could have been easily discouraged,
Paul reminds Timothy of this blessed
truth, “ TheL ord knoweth them that
are His"

Moseswasconfronted withasimilar
situation. Korah and others rose up
against Moses and Aaron and chal-
lengedtheir authority. It wasnot enough
that they had been separated to do the
ministry of thetabernacle. They desired
to do the work of the priesthood. They
werenot merely opposing M oses, they
wereopposing GodandHisinstructions
to Mosesconcerningtheministry of the
priesthood. In Numbers 16:5, we read
thesewordsof Moses, “ And hespake
unto Korah and unto all his com-
pany, saying, 'Even tomorrow the
LORD will shew who are His, and
who is holy; and will cause him to
comenear untoHim: evenhimwhom
He hath chosen will He cause to
comenear untoHim.” Whenweread
the rest of the chapter, we see how
seriousit is to be chosen by God for a
task andthento opposeHisword. They
were consumed! He was specific in
laying out the law of worship and the
serious nature of holiness contained in
thebuilding of thetabernacle, itsvessels
and the way that the various offerings
wereto be handled.

Itwasjust asseriouswhen Paul wrote
to Timothy. For many had put away “the
faith” andhad madeit " shipwreck” (1Ti
1:19). It appearedtobealonely timefor
those few who stood for the truth. But
they, as is true for His chosen body
today, hadthissureword,“ TheLORD
isgood, a strong hold in the day of
trouble; and Heknoweth them that
trustin Him.” (Nah 1:7)

B Bagby



Mortals Changed To Immortals:
A Hope, Past And Future

Resurrectionistheblessed hopeof dl
those who receive eternal lifethat is
through JesusChrist by faith. Somewill
bera sedtoimmortdity at theappointed
time and to the realm that God has
appointed for them. However, some
saintswill notdie, butwhilestill dive,
they will bechangedinstantly and will
put on immortality. Some will enter
God's Kingdom on earth, and some
will enter HisKingdomthatisabovethe
heavens. Inthispaper wewill consider
some examples of times in the past
whenchangestoimmortaity werepos-
sible but did not occur, and then con-
sider changestoimmortality inthefu-
turethat arecertaintooccur.

Although no human has yet been
raised or changedtoimmortality, there
were times in the past when those
changeswereapossihility. WhileJesus,
the Chrigt, Isragl’s Messiah, was on
earth, and after His resurrection and
ascension, some might have escaped
death. They could havebeen changed
toenter God’ sKingdomon earththat
waspromisedtolsrael. However, that
Kingdomwasconditional upon|sragl
receivingitsKing, and Scriptureshows
that though someindividual sreceived
theChrig, nationdly they rgectedHim,
bothwhileHewasinfleshandafter He
ascended.

WhileHewason earth, Jesusspoke
of someescapingdeathand puttingon
immortality. Hesaid,“1 amtheresur -
rection, and the life: he that
believeth on Me, though he were
dead, yet shall helive: And whoso-
ever liveth and believeth in Me
shall never die.” (Jn.11:25,26) And,
onanother occasonHesad,“...there
be some of them that stand here,
which ghall not taste of death, till
they haveseen thekingdom of God
comewith power.” (Mark.9:1) How-
ever, thoseall died and did not seethe
Kingdom, because the nation did not
accept their King and therefore the

Resurrection #18
Kingdomwasnot established.

After Chrigt’ sascension, whilesaints
still hopedfor Christ’ sreturntoset up
thekingdomonearth, theApostlePaul
revealed a secret from God. He told
theminwhat statelivingbelieversmight
enter the coming kingdom. He said,
“Behoald, | shewyouamystery; We
shall not all sleep, (die) but weshall
all bechanged, Inamoment,inthe
twinklingof aneye, at thelast trump:
for thetrumpet shall sound, andthe
dead shall beraised incorruptible,
and we shall be changed. For this
corruptiblemust put on incorrup-
tion, and this mortal must put on
immortality.” (1Cor.15:51-53)

Paul told saints that those who are
alive at the Lord’ s return would not
meet Him before those resurrected
would meet Him. Rather, at the last
trump, “...we which are alive and
remain shall becaught up together
withthemintheclouds,tomeetthe
Lord in theair.” (1 Thes. 4:17) In
bodieschanged and abletoascend, the
living, together withthoseraised, would
meet Christintheair. They would ac-
company HimonHisway totheMount
of Olives and the Kingdom.
(Ac.1:11,12)

We gather from Scripture and its
inferencesthat therewill bethreetimes
inthefuturewhenlivingbdieversmay
bechangedtoimmortality. They are:

1. Attheendof thispresent agewhen
Christ appearsin Hiskingdom above
theheavens.

2. When Christ returns to earth to
restore Isragl’ skingdom, subdue the
nations, andreignfor 1000years.

3. At the end of the 1000 year
kingdom, whenGodisall andinall.

Paul’ slastletter to Timothy speaksof
the first of those future changes to
immortality at the end of this present
age. Knowing hisdeath waseminent,
he gave warnings and instructionsto
Timothy, who afterwards would as-
sumeleadershipinthechurchwhichis
Christ’ sbody. Becauseperiloustimes

lay ahead, Paul admonished Timothy
saying, “ | charge thee therefore
before God, and the Lord Jesus
Christ, Who shall judge the quick
and thedead at Hisappearingand
Hiskingdom.” (2Tim.4:1)
Hereitisrevededthatthe”quick”,as
well as the dead, will be present for
judgment a Chrigt’ sgppearingandking-
dom. “Quick” isthe trandation of a
Greekwordforliving. And, sincethis
epistleconcernsmembersof thebody
of Christ, then somememberswill be
quick or aliveand present for judgment
at Chrigt’ skingdom.
Thiskingdomisnot thekingdomto
come on earth (Mt.6:10) but it isthe
kingdomthatisfar aboved| heavens,in
“heavenly places.” Itisthekingdom of
God's dear Son, where Christ isnow
seatedandhidden. (Eph.1:20; Col.1:13)
Paul told members of the Church,
Christ’ sbody, “ When Christ, Whois
our life, shall appear, then shall ye
alsoappear withHiminglory.” (Col.
3:4) They will appear withHiminthat
realmcaled”theLight” and“glory”.
Weunderstand that membersof the
body of Christwhohavedied, mustbe
raised with spiritual bodies, fitted for
thepresenceof God. Butinwhat state
will theliving membersappear there?
TheanswerisfoundinPaul’ sletter to
those at Philippi. He explained, “For
our conversation (citizenship) isin
heaven; from whence also we look
for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus
Christ: Who shall change our vile
body, that it may befashioned like
unto His glorious body...” (Phi.
3:20,21) Heassured thoseliving that
their earthly bodieswoul d bechanged
(transformed) and they would have
bodiesof glory likeChrist's.
Therefore, in this first of those
changes, itisevident that membersof
thebody of Christ, whoareaiveatthe
timeof Hisappearing abovetheheav-
ens, must havebodiesingtantly changed.
They must befittedtojointhoseresur-
...continued on backpage



Resurrection # 18 ...cont'd.

rected for appearing there. Christ’s
body will appear in glory, whole and
compl ete, astheFather planned. Itwill
be, “ Tothepraiseof theglory of His
grace...” (Eph.1:6)

The second time of change, at the
beginning of the 1000 years, wasfore-
told by Jesusto Hisdisciples. Hetold
themthat after agreat tribulation upon
Israel, thosebelieversstill divewould
seeHimcomeinpower andgreatglory.
He added, “And He shall send His
angelswith agreat sound of atrum-
pet, and they shall gather together
Hiselect from thefour winds, from
one end of heaven to the other.”
(Mt.24:31)

Thehope of being gathered, “ at the
sound of thetrump,” toenter Christ’s
kingdom on earth, continuedtobethat
of believers until God set aside His
purposefor | sragl andsenttheChristto
thenations. (1Thes4:16,17; Ac.28:28)
In the future, when God resumesHis
purposefor Israel, He will fulfill this
promise and gather His elect for the
kingdomon earth. Thosealiveat that
time, andworthy of that kingdom, must
be changed, for “...flesh and blood
cannotinheritthekingdomof God.”
(1Cor.15:50)

Among those who may be changed
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to enter the kingdom when Christ re-
turnsare:

(8) The144,000witnessesout of the
12tribeswhowill bepreservedthrough
the great tribulation. (Rev. 7:3-8;
14:1-5)

(b) Any of the great multitude who
will believeduring thetribulationand
who are still aive at Christ’s return.
(Rev.7:9-14)

Thethird timethat living believers
may bechangedtoimmortalsisat the
endof themillennial kingdom, aftersin
and death are eradicated. Any who
havebelieved during that 1000 years,
andwhoaredtill diveatitsend, mustbe
transformed. For the time will have
comewhenall thingsareput under the
feet of the Son, and when holinesswill
fill the earth. “...then shall the Son
also Himself be subject into Him
That put all thingsunder Him, that
God may beall and in all” (1 Cor.
15:28)

J Hdtzinger

ActsBible Study Cour se
TheActsStudy Couseisnow avail-
ablein Booklet form and can be pur-
chased for $5.50 from the Arizona
Book Outlet, 1156 E. Kings Ave.,
Phoenix, AZ, 85022

Bible Explorations is a joint
effort by a group of believers.
Articles submitted are not nec-
essarily the view point of the
group collectively. Free to any-
one uponrequest.

William Frizzell

OnNovember 8,1999, Bill Frizzd | fl
adeepinthelLord. He had worked for
many yearsfortheBerean TapeRecord-
ingMinigtry. Forthepasttenyearshewas
itssolerepresentativeintheUSA. Work-
ingoutof hishomeinTempeArizona, Bill
made innumerable copies of tapesand
distributed them. Wehavebeengrestly
helpedby hisfathful service. Our sympa:
thy andprayersarefor hiswife, Del,and
their children.

DaughtersJoy andLindahaveassumed
Bill’ swork. Theaddressfor tgpesnowis,

Berean TgpeRecordingMinistry

1319 West 9" ST

Tempe, AZ 85281 USA

Phoenix SpringBibleConference
TheSpring BibleConferenceinPhoe-
nix is scheduled for April 14th-16th,
2000. Mestingswill beheldat Glencroft
Retirement Center, Glenddle, AZ. Fea
tured guest speakerisDanHaley from
Hilton,NY . Look for additional infor-
mationinnextissue.
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